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Teresa F. A. Alves is Associate Professor of the Department of English at the Univer‑
sity of Lisbon. Her research and teaching activities have recently focused on American 
autobiography, art, cinema, and post‑Second World War literature and culture. She 
is the co‑author of Survey of American Literature (in Portuguese, 1999), and co‑editor 
of Ceremonies and Spectacles: Performing American Culture (2000), Feminine Identities 
(2002), and From the Edge: Portuguese short stories/Onde a Terra Acaba: contos portu-
gueses (2006). She has been the co‑organizer of the EAAS Conference, Lisbon 1998, 
and the 9th International Conference on the Short Story in English, Lisbon 2006.

Laura Bieger is Assistant Professor at the Department of Culture, John F. Kennedy 
Institute for North American Studies at the Free University Berlin. She studied Amer‑
ican Studies, History and Philosophy in Berlin and at the University of North Caroli‑
na at Chapel Hill. Her first book Ästhetik der Immersion. Raum-Eerleben zwischen Welt 
und Bild. Las Vegas, Washington und die White City is forthcoming with Transcript‑verlag 
in 2007. Her teaching and research interests include: visuality, textuality and spatiali‑
ty, theories of aesthetic experience, translation and culture, American popular culture, 
American art and architecture of the 19th and 20th century, and land– and cityscapes 
in American literature and culture.

Teresa Cid is Associate Professor and Director of the American Studies Institute 
at the University of Lisbon. Her research and teaching activities on American Literature 
and Culture have recently focused on Modernism and Popular Culture, and also on Por‑
tuguese American writing. She is the co‑author of Survey of American Literature (in Por‑
tuguese, 1999), and co‑editor of Ceremonies and Spectacles: Performing American Cul-
ture (2000), Feminine Identities (2002), and From the Edge: Portuguese short stories/ Onde 
a Terra Acaba: contos portugueses (2006). She has been the co‑organizer of the EAAS 
Conference, Lisbon 1998, and the 9th International Conference on the Short Story 
in English, Lisbon 2006.

Theo D’haen is Honorary Executive Director of IASA. He is Professor of American Liter‑
ature at the K.U.Leuven, Belgium. He has taught at vanderbilt University, the University 
of Massachusetts, Utrecht University, and Leyden University. Between 1999 and 2002 
he was Academic Director of the Netherlands Graduate Research School. His research 
interests include modernism and postmodernism, colonialism and postcolonial‑
ism, popular genres, and the relationship between literature and economics. He was 
the organizer of the 15th ICLA Conference in 1997 and the first IASA World Congress 
in 2003.
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 Je�rey Hole is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of English at the University 
of Pittsburgh. He is currently completing his dissertation, Invention of Infidel: Herman 
Melville’s Literary Heresies and the Doctrines of Empire, which he situates in relation to 
larger questions of American power and transnational epistemologies. 

Patrick Imbert is a Full Professor at the University of Ottawa. He has published more 
than 200 scientific articles and 19 books, both scholarship and fiction, among which 
The Permanent Transit (1998), Transit (2001), Réincarnations (2004), Trajectoires culturel-
les transaméricaines (2004), Consensual Disagreement: Canada and the Americas (2005), 
and America’s Worlds and the World’s Americas/ Les mondes des Amériques et les Améri-
ques du monde, (2006). He was the organizer of the 2nd IASA World Conference.

Frank Kelleter is chair of American Studies at the University of Göttingen. His publi-
cations include a book on death in modern literature, Die Moderne und der Tod (1997), 
a volume on the Nation of Islam, Con/Tradition (2000) and a study of competing dis-
courses of rationality in the American Enlightenment, Amerikanische Aufklärung (2002). 
He is the author of articles on, among other topics, Puritan missionaries, the poetry 
of the early republic, Herman Melville, and Philip Roth.

Selina Lai is a sessional teacher in American Studies at the University of Hong Kong. 
She holds degrees from the University of Heidelberg, Germany and the University 
of Hong Kong. She is particularly interested in twentieth-century American literature 
and culture, and has published in The Columbia Journal of American Studies, Magill’s Sur-
vey of American Literature, International Fiction Review, and the Encyclopedia of the Cul-
ture Wars.

Anders Olsson is Associate Professor of English at Mid-Sweden University with 
a Ph.D in American Literature from Uppsala University. He has published Manag-
ing Diversity: The Anthologization of ‘American Literature’ (2000) and is at the moment 
one of three scholars completing Literary Generations and Access to Authorship: A Study 
of U.S. Prose-Fiction Debut Writers 1940–2000. He is a member of the IASA Executive 
Council and President of SAAS, the Swedish Association of American Studies.

Johannes Völz is a doctoral candidate and junior faculty member in the Department 
of Culture at the John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies of the Free 
University Berlin. His research interests include Transcendentalism, theories of Ameri-
can Studies, jazz studies, and visual culture. His work has appeared or is forthcoming 
in such journals as Comparative American Studies, Amerikastudien/American Studies, Crit-
ical Studies in Improvisation, and Ästhetik und Kommunikation. He is currently complet-
ing his dissertation, which is entitled The New Americanists and Emerson’s Challenge.


