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1. T h e  C o n tex t: B ritish n ess
H is to ria n  L in d a  C olley , an a ly s in g  th e  fo rg in g  o f  B ritish  id e n tity  a f te r  
th e  E n g lish -S c o ttish  u n io n  o f  1707, c o m p ares  e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  
G re a t B rita in  to  “th e  C h ris tian  d o c trin e  o f  the  T rin ity : b o th  th ree  
[E n g lan d , w a le s  an d  S c o tla n d ]  a n d  one, an d  a lto g e th e r  so m e th in g  o f  a 
m y s te ry ” (1992 :13 ). E v en  n o w  n a tio n a lity  in  the  U K  h a s  a  p ecu lia r 
s ta tu s: h is to ric a lly  a  s ta te  n a tio n  ra th e r  th a n  n a tio n  sta te , ra re ly  
re fe rre d  to  b y  its  fu ll n am e (U n ited  K in g d o m  o f  G re a t B rita in  an d  
N o rth e rn  Ire lan d ) a n d  o ften  b y  a  m e to n y m y  (B rita in ), th e  c o u n try  is 
u su a lly  h e ld  to  co m p rise  fo u r1 “n a t iv e ” n a tio n s  to  w h ich , ac co rd in g  to  
2001 census, its  p eo p le  c la im  v a ry in g  d e g re e s  o f  a lleg ian c e , w ith  49 
p er ce n t re je c tin g  th e  la b e l B ritish  a l to g e th e r2. T h is  is fu rth e r

1 The usual number of nationalities is four -  English, Scottish, Welsh and 
(Northern) Irish, though Peter J. Taylor (2001:128) gives ways of conceptualising the 
“native” population of the UK as up to seven nations.
2 In the 2001 census, 31 per cent Britons identified as “only British” and 15 per cent 
chose a combined identification -  “British and English / Scottish / Welsh / other”.
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co m p lic a te d  b y  th e  U K 's  im p e ria l past, w h e n  -  fo r  a  tim e  -  ev e ry  
fo u rth  p e rso n  in  the  w o rld  w a s  a  B ritish  su b jec t, a n d  its  m u lticu ltu ra l 
p resen t, w ith  a ro u n d  8 p e r  ce n t o f  B ritish  p o p u la tio n  h a ilin g  fro m  the  
fo rm e r C o m m o n w e a lth  co u n trie s . N o  w o n d er, then , th a t B ritish n ess  is 
a  co m p lex  an d  co n te s ted  n o tio n , c o n s tan tly  n e g o tia te d  b y  th e  B ritish  
p eo p le , s c h o la rs3 an d  p o lit ic ia n s4.

In  2007 , a s  c o m m iss io n ed  b y  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  le ad e r  D av id  
C am ero n , C o n se rv a tiv e  P o lic y  R e v ie w  g ro u p s  p ro d u ce d  a  se rie s  o f  
rep o r ts  on  p iv o ta l issu es  in  B ritish  life  an d  p o litic s  to  be c o n s id e red  b y  
C o n se rv a tiv es  in  th e ir  n ex t e lec tio n  m a n ifes to . T h e  re p o rt on  n a tio n a l 
security , an d  sp e c if ic a lly  its se c tio n  p u b lish ed  in  J a n u a ry  as  Uniting 
the Country -  an  in te r im  re p o rt on  so c ia l co h esio n , is o f  p a rticu la r  
im p o rta n ce  h e re  s in c e  it e x p lic itly  ad d re sse s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  n a tio n a l 
id e n tity  in  a  m u ltic u ltu ra l B rita in , fo cu sin g  on  th e  M u slim  m inority . 
W h ile  the  te rm  “B ritish  M u s lim ” c le a rly  d en o te s  a  re lig io u s, n o t an  
e th n ic  m ino rity , it h a s  in  p rac tice  b ec o m e sh o rth a n d  fo r  B rito n s  o f  
S o u th  A s ia n  o rig in , m o s tly  d esce n d in g  from  B a n g la d esh i an d  
P a k is ta n i im m ig ran ts . A cc o rd in g  to  th e  2 0 0 1  census, th e y  co m p rise  
a b o u t a  h a lf  o f  th e  U K 's  e th n ic  m in o rity  p o p u la tio n . T h e  issu e  o f  the 
n a tio n a l a lle g ia n c e  o f  th is  g ro u p  cam e to  th e  fo re  fo llo w in g  th e  2005 
L o n d o n  U n d erg ro u n d  te rro ris t a ttac k s  p e rp e tra te d  b y  B ritish -b o rn  
M u slim s. T h e  in te rim  re p o rt lo o k s  a t fac to rs  im p e d in g  th e  in te g ra tio n  
o f  B ritish  M u slim s in to  th e  m a jo r ity  co m m u n ity  a n d  se ts  o u t w h a t it 
c a lls  a  “sh a re d  B ritish  a g e n d a ” (132-133) w h ic h  co u ld  fo rm  th e  b as is  
fo r su c h  in teg ra tio n .

T h e  a im  o f  th is  p ap e r is to  a tte m p t an  an a ly sis , u s in g  th e  to o ls  o f  
C ritica l D isc o u rse  A n a ly s is , o f  th e  w a y s  B ritish n ess  o r B ritish  id e n tity  
is  co n s tru c te d  a n d  s itu a te d  in  the  rep o rt. W h ile  it is u n u su a l to  lim it an  
an a ly s is  to  a  s in g le  tex t, the  im p o rt o f  th is  d o cu m en t is su b s ta n tia l: it 
rec e iv e d  co n s id e rab le  p u b lic ity  an d  w a s  d isc u sse d  in  a ll B ritish  
q u a lity  n ew sp a p e rs  an d  so m e  ta b lo id s , th u s  lik e ly  g a in in g  w id e
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4 Note, for instance, Tony Blair's famous Cool Britannia speech, discussed among 
others in Morley and Robbins 2001



rea d ersh ip ; it w a s  lik e ly  to  in flu e n ce  th e  p o lic y  o f  a  m a jo r  U K  p arty  
an d  p o ss ib ly  th e  n ex t B ritish  g o v ern m en t; it is in  m a rk e d  c o n tra s t to  
C o n se rv a tiv e  d isc o u rse  o f  1 980s.5 S e le c te d  le x ic o -g ram m atic a l 
fu n c tio n s  w ill b e  a n a ly se d  a lo n g  th e  lin e s  su g g e s te d  b y  B a rk e r  an d  
G a la s iń sk i (2001 :64 -82 ) to  sh o w  th a t B ritish n ess  in  th e  re p o r t is 
p o s itiv e ly  charged ; v ag u e ; in c lu s iv e  an d  in d e p en d e n t o f  e th n ic  orig in ; 
o v e rla p p in g  w ith  C o n se rv a tiv e  v a lu e s  an d  ideas.

2. P ro n o u n s  an d  P ro c esse s
A s  a  p o lic y  rec o m m e n d a tio n  rep o rt, th e  te x t fo llo w s th e  g en re  
co n v en tio n s , w h ere  d e sc rip tio n s  o f  the  (p rob lem atic ) s ta tu s  quo 
in te rw o v e n  w ith  u tte ra n c e s  o f  in fo rm an ts  an d  fo llo w ed  o r in te rsp e rsed  
b y  p o lic y  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  d eo n tic  m odality , an d  is w ritte n  in  the  
firs t p e rso n  p lu ral. T h u s, a  k e y  p ro n o u n  is w e /  u s / our.  O u t o f  its  234 
o ccu rren ces , a b o u t 30 a re  u n a m b ig u o u s ly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  th e  P o licy  
G ro u p  th a t au th o re d  the  rep o rt, c o m p ris in g  w h a t F a irc lo u g h  
(1989 :127) te rm s ex c lu s iv e  we: “w e  h av e  ta k e n  ev id en c e  from  a  w id e  
ran g e  o f  in d iv id u a ls” (109), “A  re se a rc h e r  in  th e  a re a  to ld  u s ” (123); a 
sm a ll n u m b e r a re  am b ig u o u s , a s  in  “te rro rism  h a s  m a d e  u s  c o n sc io u s  
o f  o u r v u ln e ra b ili ty ” (103); w h ile  a  v a s t m a jo r ity  o f  th e  re s t can  be 
c la ss ified  as  in c lu s iv e  w e  th a t in c lu d es  th e  ad d ressee : “i f  w e  w ish  to  
rem a in  a  lib e ra l so c ie ty ” (103), “w e  n ee d  to  re b u ild  B r itish n e ss” 
(134), “b u ild in g  a  so lid  co n sen su s  . . . a b o u t ou r id e n tity  a n d  v a lu e s  as 
B ritish  c itiz e n s” (108). It sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t th e  p ro n o u n  w e  is  n o t 
u se d  to  re fe r  to  th e  (ex p lic itly  nam ed) m a jo r ity  com m un ity , w h ic h  is 
w ritte n  a b o u t in  th e  th ird  p e rso n  s ingu lar. 15 (aga in  exc lu sive) 
in s tan c es  o f  w e  com e fro m  th e  d irec t q u o ta tio n s  fro m  (B ritish  M uslim ) 
in fo rm an ts  an d  24 a re  re la te d  to  o th e r  e n titie s  a lto g e th er. T h e  m o st 
fre q u en t re fe re n t o f  th e y  is  B ritish  M u slim s, m o s tly  a s  “o rd in a ry ”
(103) M u slim s, o cc as io n a lly  as  ra d ic a l o r ex tre m is t M u slim s. O n  one 
so le  o ccas io n , th e  ad jec tiv e  B ritish  w ith o u t a  fu rth e r  m o d ifie r, f irm ly  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  p ro n o u n  we, d en o te s  a  M uslim : “b y  a r ra n g in g  fo r
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th e m  to  ta k e  a  B ritish  h u sb a n d  o r w ife ” (119); th is  is in  th e  c o n tex t o f  
a  B a n g la d esh i o r P ak is tan i n a tio n a l m a rry in g  a  B ritish  M uslim .

T h is  p ro p o rtio n  o f  p ro n o u n s , w ith  th e  p r im a ry  d iv is io n  b e tw e e n  we 
an d  they an d  w ith  su c h  a  p le n itu d e  o f  in c lu s iv e  we,  se em s to  in d ica te  
th a t th e  p ro d u ce rs  o f  th e  re p o rt -  a  C o n se rv a tiv e  p o lic y  g ro u p  -  
p o s itio n  th e m se lv es  as  ca p ab le  an d  en title d  to  a r ticu la te  th e  B ritish  
a g e n d a  a n d  id e n tity  fo r an d  on  b e h a lf  o f  th e  B ritish  p eo p le . A s  the 
o b je c t o f  scru tiny , B ritish  M u slim s  a re  s in g le d  o u t a s  a  d is tin c t g ro u p 6, 
p a r tly  in  o p p o s itio n  to  w h ic h  B ritish n ess  is defined , b u t a re  n o t on  
p rin c ip le  b a rre d  fro m  “e n te rin g  th e  m a in s tre a m ” (137) o f  B ritish  
society .

A  b r ie f  a n a ly s is  o f  tra n s itiv ity  as  p ro p o sed , a f te r  H alliday , b y  
B a rk e r an d  G a la s in sk i (2001 :70 -73 ) re v e a ls  th a t the  d o cu m en t is 
re p le te  w ith  n o m in a lisa tio n s  an d  p ass iv isa tio n s , p ro b le m a tis in g  the 
issu e  o f  agency . O n e  p u rp o se  th e y  o ften  se rv e  is to  av o id  o r m itig a te  
c r itic ism  o f  so m e  M u slim  p rac tice s  d ee m e d  le ss  c o m p a tib le  w ith  
W e ste rn  lifesty le :

The recent controversy unleashed in the media over the wearing of the veil has 
heightened the political temperature without resolving anything. (...) In the 
majority community, it showed increased apprehensiveness about the extent to 
which values are shared across community lines. Women displayed particular 
sensitivity, not just because they felt that the veil limited the prospects of 
individual Muslim women by isolating them (106)

In  th e  se c o n d  sen ten ce , w h a t w o u ld  h av e  b ee n  th e  su b je c t (the 
m a jo r ity  co m m u n ity ) e x p e rien c in g  an  em o tio n  (w as sc a re d  or 
w o rried ) b ec o m e s  a n  e n v iro n m en t w h ere  a  p h en o m en o n  can  be 
p e rce iv ed ; the  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  se n se r  an d  th e  p h en o m en o n  is th u s  
w ea k en e d . W h a t w o u ld  h av e  b ee n  the  su b je c t in  th e  se c o n d  c lau se  
(co m m u n itie s  w h o  do o r do  n o t sh a re  th e  u n d e fin e d  b u t p resu p p o se d  
B ritish  v a lues) ag a in  b ec o m e s  a n  en v iro n m en t, m a k in g  th e  charge  
a g a in s t sa id  c o m m u n itie s  le ss  d irec t. In  th e  th ird  sen ten ce , th e  n o u n
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“v e i l” ch o sen  as  th e  su b je c t a n d  ag e n t rep la ce s  th e  p o ss ib le  p h rase s  “a 
w o m a n 's  p e rso n a l ch o ice  to  w e a r  a  v e i l” o r the  “p ressu re  a  M u slim  
co m m u n ity  ex e rts  on  a  w o m an  to  w e a r  a  v e i l”. T h o se  ex am p le  
a lte rn a tiv e s  im p ly  ra th e r  m o re  a g e n c y  (and  fa c to rs  a t w ork ) th a n  a 
n o u n  d en o tin g  an  ex te rn a l an d  in a n im a te  ob jec t, an d  so  a  g re a te r  
d is tan ce , p o ss ib ly  in v o lv in g  v o litio n , b e tw e en  n o n -M u slim  an d  
M u slim  B ritish  w o m en .

N o tab ly , th is  s tra te g y  is n o t a p p lie d  to  b e h a v io u rs  o r b o d ie s  h e ld  to  
be  in c o m p a tib le  (ra ther th a n  le ss  co m p atib le) o r h o s tile  to  
p re su p p o se d  B ritish  v a lu es . A ttr ib u tio n  o f  re sp o n s ib ility  in  th o se  cases  
is c lea r an d  u n am b ig u o u s :

In some instances [propagators of political Islam] seek to overthrow the 
institutions of democracy to institute a state governed by Sharia law. (103)

Muslim community organisations, of which there are many that do important 
social work, are nevertheless not offering the leadership they should at the top 
level. (103)

Traditional patterns of authority do not foster discussion. (107)

It m a y  b e  u n d e rs to o d  th e re fo re  th a t on e  w a y  in  w h ich  
n o m in a lis a tio n s  an d  p a s s iv isa tio n s  w o rk  is to  d raw  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  a 
B ritish  id e n tity  -  sp e c if ic a lly  to  in c rease , a s  fa r a s  p o ssib le , the  
in c lu s iv ity  o f  th e  no tion .

T h e  o th e r  fre q u en t c o n tex t fo r n o m in a lis a tio n s  an d  p ass iv isa tio n s, 
o f ten  co m b in ed  w ith  o v erw o rd in g , is to  s id e s te p  o r a l lev ia te  c ritic ism  
o f  a c tio n s  o r p h e n o m e n a  o cc u rrin g  in  w h a t is te rm e d  the  
“m a in s tre a m ” (107) B ritish  soc ie ty , o r to  d im in ish  its re sp o n s ib ility  
fo r  ac tions:

We hear much at present about the defects of our past: for instance the -  
undoubted -  blemishes in our colonial record and our participation in the slave 
trade. Past wrongs should not be hidden. They should be known about and 
discussed. (132-133)

'T h e  d e fe c ts  o f  ou r p a s t” , “b le m ish e s” , an d  “w ro n g s” , th o u g h  
ac k n o w led g e d , rem a in  ag en tle ss . T h e  ch o ice  o f  “w e  h e a r  [. . .] a b o u t” 
as  th e  in tro d u c to ry  p h rase  can  b e  v ie w e d  as  d is tan c in g  the
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sp e a k e r/w rite r  from  w h a t fo llo w s, c re a tin g  a s so c ia tio n s  w ith  h ea rsay  
ev id en ce .

A  ce rta in  a sy m m e try  o f  in v o lv e m e n t a n d  re sp o n s ib ility  is  o b sc u re d  
b y  n o m in a lis a tio n s  in  th e  ex a m p le  be low :

[T]here is a new social bargain to be struck: a more explicit acceptance on the part 
of the majority community of the importance of helping minorities to integrate to 
be matched by minorities’ willingness to equip themselves to be active 
participants in the general life of their new country. (107)

I f  so m e  o f  the  n o u n s  w e re  ex p re ssed  as  v e rb s, th e  m a jo rity  
c o m m u n ity  (w ho w ill  m o re  e x p lic itly  ac ce p t th a t h e lp in g  m in o ritie s  
in te g ra te  is im portan t) w o u ld  b e  le ss  b u rd e n e d  th a n  th e  m in o ritie s  
(w ho w ill w a n t to  p rep a re  to  a c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a te  in  g e n e ra l life  in  th e ir  
n e w  co u n try ). T h e  lev e l o f  v e rb o s ity  a n d  th e  n o n -m a te r ia l s ta tu s  o f  
m o st a c tio n s  se rio u s ly  h in d e r  th e  v e ry  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  se n ten c e  
a n d  d eb ilita te  th e  v a lid ity  o f  the  p ro p o s itio n  exp ressed .

E a s ie r  to  read , b u t ev e n  m o re  a sy m m e trica l, is th e  fo llo w in g  p a ir  o f  
sen ten ces:

There was a perception among a number of our Muslim witnesses of prejudice 
against Muslims in the job market. (. . .)

However, other Muslim witnesses said that Muslims were creating difficulties for 
themselves. (124)

“P re ju d ic e ” in  the  firs t se n te n c e  is  n o t o n ly  d ep riv e d  o f  its  ca rrie rs , 
it is  a lso  re le g a te d  to  a  m e n ta l sp a ce  (there ex is ts  p e rc ep tio n  o f  
p re ju d ice ), th e  e n v iro n m en t o f  w h ic h  is fu rth e r  re s tr ic te d  to  a  n u m b e r 
o f  in d iv id u a ls . T h o u g h  th re e  ex a m p le s  fo llo w  th e  sen ten ce , it is 
d ifficu lt n o t to  see  it a s  u n d e rm in in g  th e ir  m essag e . T h e  se co n d  
sen ten ce , in  co n tra st, sh o w s c lea r  a ttr ib u tio n  o f  a g e n c y  in  a  m a te ria l 
p ro ce ss  a n d  ap p o rtio n s  the  b la m e  in  a n  u n a m b ig u o u s  w a y  (M uslim s 
th e m se lv e s  a re  to  b la m e  ra th e r  th a n  the  m a jo rity  co m m u n ity ). T h is  
w a y  o f  d esc rib in g  m e m b e rs  a n d  n o n -m e m b e rs  o f  a  g ro u p  is co n s is te n t 
w ith  v a n  D ijk 's  id e o lo g ic a l square :

Emphasise our good properties/actions 

Emphasise their bad properties/actions 

Mitigate our bad properties/actions
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Mitigate their good properties/actions (1998:33)

B y  d o w n p la y in g  so m e  o f  the  le ss  c o m m en d a b le  ac tiv itie s  o r 
a ttitu d e s  on  th e  p art o f  th e  m a jo r ity  com m unity , n o m in a lis a tio n s  an d  
p a s s iv isa tio n s  w o rk  to  p rese rv e , a s  fa r a s  p o ssib le , th e  o v e ra ll p o sitiv e  
c o n n o ta tio n s  o f  B ritish n ess .

3. L e x ic a l item s
It is  in  th e  ch o ice  o f  v o c a b u la ry  th a t th o se  p o sitiv e  c o n n o ta tio n s  o f  
B ritish n ess  a re  m o st ev id en t. A  co u n t o f  th e  co llo ca te s  o f  “B ritish ” 
y ie ld s  83 o ccu rren ces , few  o f  w h ic h  recur. In  fo u r cases, “B ritish  
M u s lim s” (267), 'B r itish  c i tiz e n s” (6), “B ritish  so c ie ty ” (5), “B ritish  
h is to ry ” (3), “B ritish  g e o g ra p h y ” (1), th e  re fe re n t can  b e  d e fin e d  b y  
o s ten sio n . O th e r  re la tiv e ly  fre q u en t co llo ca te s  -  “B ritish  a g e n d a ” (5), 
“B ritish  v a lu e s ” (2), “B ritish  b e l ie fs ” (2) an d  a rg u a b ly  “B ritish  
id e n tity ” (5) -  do  n o t h av e  f ix ed  m ean in g s . T h e se  can  to  so m e  ex ten t 
b e  su p p lie d  b y  an a ly s in g  re la tio n s  o f  eq u iv a le n ce  an d  sy n o n y m y  or 
hyponym y.

N ea r-sy n o n y m o u s  ex p re ss io n s  a re  “c o m m o n  n a tio n a l id e n tity ” 
(132); “w h a t th is  so c ie ty  s ta n d s  fo r” (105); a n d  fu rther: “to le ra n t an d  
lib e ra l d e m o c ra c y ” (105); “d e m o cra tic  v a lu e s ” (103, 104, 115, 118); 
“d em o cra tic  p rin c ip les: (132); “tra d itio n a l lib e r tie s” (117); “lib e ra l 
trad itio n s  o f  the  c o u n try ” (118); o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r p e rso n a l 
d ev e lo p m e n t [for w om en] (115); g e n d e r  eq u a lity  (127-8 ); k ee p in g  
re lig io n  in  th e  p riv a te  sp h e re  (117); in te g ra tio n  (103 -105); 
a c c e p ta b ility  o f  m u ltip le  id e n titie s  (115); in  in fo rm an t u tte ran ces: 
“o p p o rtu n ity  to  a c h ie v e  [balance b e tw e en  id e n tit ie s ]” (115); “h av in g  
th e  fre ed o m  to  d ec id e  w h a t I do  in  l if e ” (115); in  th e  se c tio n  
co n c e rn ed  ex p lic itly  w ith  d e fin in g  a  sh a re d  B ritish  ag en d a: “th e  ru le  
o f  law  an d  free  sp e e c h ” ; “k n o w led g e  o f  o u r h is to ry  an d  g e o g ra p h y ” ; 
“th e  sy m b o lism  o f  th e  M o th e r o f  P a r lia m e n ts” ; “th e  [strugg le  to  w in] 
fre ed o m s w e  e n jo y  to d a y ” ; “th e  ce n tra l ro le  B ritish  h is to ry  h a s  p lay ed  
in  the  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  th e  p rin c ip le s  m o d e rn  d em o crac ie s  are

7 In this paragraph the number in brackets denotes the frequency of the word rather 
than the page number.



g o v e rn e d  b y ” ; “ce le b ra tin g  Q u ee n 's  b ir th d a y ” ; finally , th e  E n g lish  
la n g u ag e  (132-133).

T h e re  a re  few  e x p lic it te x t an to n y m s: m u lticu ltu ra lism  u n d e rs to o d  
a s  fo s te rin g  an d  o v erp la y in g  d iffe ren ce , th u s  h in d e rin g  in te g ra tio n  
(103, 133); “a lie n  [non -dem ocra tic ] p o litica l b e l ie fs” (117); re lig io u s  
ex tre m ism  (103, 133); rac ism  (108, 127). O th e r  fac to rs  w o rk in g  to  the 
d e trim en t o f  B ritish  v a lu e s  a re  p rac tice s  p re se n t in  th e  M u slim  
co m m u n itie s  th a t do  n o t a c co rd  w ith  th e  W e ste rn  w a y  o f  life : fo rced  
m a rria g es ; th e  u n eq u a l ac ce ss  to  c itiz en  r ig h ts  fo r w o m en  (104, 128); 
th eo cracy ; s tr ic t Is lam ic  la w  (105); a s  w e ll a s  w h a t co u ld  be ca lled  
fo rc es  o f  m o d ern ity : “so c ia l lib e ra lisa tio n ; d ec lin e  in  re lig io u s  
o b se rv a n ce ; c o n tin u in g  im m ig ra tio n ” (132); finally , “d ev o lu tio n  o f  
p o w e r an d  its  im p a c t on  E n g la n d  sp e c if ic a lly ” (132).

T h is  se t o f  d a ta  le n d s  i ts e lf  to  the  fo llo w in g  co m m en ts .
F irs tly , it is ev id en t th a t (postu la ted ) B ritish n ess  is se e n  as 

p o s itiv e ly  ch a rg ed  an d  d es irab le ; th is  is a c h ie v e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  
le x ico -g ra m m a tic a l cho ices.

S eco n d ly , m a n y  o f  th e  c o n c ep ts  th a t f ill o r d e fin e  B ritish n ess  in  
in fo rm an t u tte ran ce s , e sp ec ia lly  th o se  re la te d  to  dem ocracy , libe rties , 
p e rso n a l ch o ice  or o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r se lf-rea lisa tio n , w o u ld  n o t look  
o u t o f  p lace  a n y w h e re  in  th e  W este rn  w o rld . T h is  n o n -sp e c if ic ity  is 
c o n s is te n t w ith  W o dak  et a l 's  p o in ts  on  v a g u e n e s s  in  a rticu la tin g  
n a tio n a l id e n tity  (199 9 :3 6 -4 0 ), th o u g h  in  th e  re p o rt it is  ac k n o w led g e d  
sp e c if ic a lly  on  on e  o cc as io n  only. In stead , the  U K 's  sp e c ia l s ta tu s  is 
p re su p p o se d  an d  ju s t if ie d  w ith  rec o u rse  to  its  g e o g ra p h y  an d  histo ry .

T h ird ly , a  tre n d  e v id en t in  th e  n e g o tia te d  m e an in g  o f  B ritish n ess  is 
th e  d o w n p lay in g  o f  d iffe ren tia tin g  e lem en ts . O n e  is re lig ion , 
sp e c if ic a lly  Islam ; p la c in g  re lig io n  in  th e  p u b lic  sp h e re  is ex p lic itly  
d en o ted  u n -B ritish . F u rthe r, m u ltic u ltu ra lism  (in te rp re te d  as  the 
o v e rp la y in g  o f  d iffe rence) is m e n tio n e d  a s  one fac to r th a t ad v e rse ly  
im p a c ts  on  B ritish n ess . T h e  n ee d  fo r in te g ra tio n  is s tressed , b u t 
in te resting ly , th e  p ro p o sed  b as is  fo r in te g ra tio n  is “o u r sh a re d  p a s t”
(104), w h ic h  is q u ite  lik e ly  d iv is iv e  g iv e n  th e  h is to ry  o f  B ritish  
im p e ria l p re se n ce  in  S o u th  A sia . D o w n p lay in g  (in tra-g roup) 
d iffe ren ce s  is a lso  e v id en t w ith  re sp e c t to  d ev o lu tio n  o f  pow er. T h is
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ca u se d  th e  E n g lish , “w h o  fo r lo n g  b a re ly  d is tin g u ish e d  b e tw e e n  th e ir  
E n g lish n e ss  a n d  th e ir  B ritish  iden tity , to  r e a c t” (132), p re su m a b ly  b y  
re je c tin g  B ritish n ess  in  fav o u r o f  E n g lish n e ss . D e v o lu tio n  in  its 
p re se n t fo rm , w h ic h  is to  so m e  e x ten t co n s titu te s  a n  a c k n o w led g m en t 
o f  in tra -U K  d iffe ren ces, is th u s  d ee m e d  u n fa v o u ra b le  to  a  B ritish  
id en tity ; th is , aga in , is co n s is te n t w ith  W o d ak  e t a l.'s  p o in ts  on  
b lu rr in g  in tra -g ro u p  d is tin c tio n s  in  fa v o u r o f  an  o v e ra rc h in g  g ro u p  
id e n tity  (1999:4).

F ou rth ly , i f  “ [n ]a tio n a l id e n tity  is a  fo rm  o f  im a g in a tiv e  
id e n tif ic a tio n  w ith  th e  sy m b o ls  an d  d isc o u rses  o f  th e  n a tio n -s ta te ” 
(B ark er a n d  G a la s in sk i 2 0 0 1 :1 2 4 ), the  te x t d o es  o ffe r  so m e su c h  
sy m b o ls  an d  p o s its  su c h  a  ritu a l. O ne is th e  m y th  o f  th e  p a rliam e n ta ry  
tra d itio n  an d  o f  B rita in  /  E n g la n d  as  the  b ir th p la ce  o f  c iv ic  libe rties . 
B y  w a y  o f  ritu a l, Q u ee n 's  b ir th d a y  is p ro p o sed  a s  a  n a tio n a l ho liday .

F ifth ly , the  p e rfo rm a tiv e  a sp e c t o f  id e n tity  is ev id en t in  so m e  o f  the 
labels : th e re  is  a  B ritish  ag en d a ; B ritish n ess  is c h o o s in g  - y o u r  
id en tity ; B ritish n ess  is  p a r tic ip a tin g  -  in  th e  r itu a ls : ce le b ra tin g  
Q u ee n 's  B irth d ay ; k n o w in g  a n d  re - te llin g  th e  h isto ry . T h is  p o in ts  to  a 
n o n -e sse n tia lis t rea d in g  o f  B ritish n ess , i f  o n ly  p a r tic ip a tio n  is  n o t 
res tric ted .

S ix th ly , b o th  th e  fo re g ro u n d e d  a n d  im p lic it e lem e n ts  o f  B ritish  
id e n tity  se em  s itu a te d  firm ly  w ith in  th e  v o c a b u la ry  o f  in d iv id u a lis tic  
f re e -m ark e t tra d itio n  o f  C ap ita lism , w ith  fre ed o m  o f  en te rp rise  ev id en t 
a m o n g s t th e  m a n y  la b e ls  av a ilab le . T h is  is c o n s is te n t w ith  
C o n se rv a tiv e  p rio ritie s  in  th a t resp ec t. F u rthe r, th e  a sp e c t o f  E n g lish  /  
B ritish  h is to ry  d ee m e d  p a rticu la rly  w o rth y  o f  c o m m e m o ra tio n  is  the 
p a r liam e n ta ry  an d  lib e rta r ia n  trad itio n , on e  c h e rish ed  by  
C o n se rv a tiv e s .8 A lth o u g h  th e  n ee d  to  in tro d u c e  a  w id e r  th a n  E n g lish  
p e rsp e c tiv e  on  h is to ry  a s  ta u g h t in  sc h o o ls  is ac k n o w led g e d , n o ta b ly  
a b se n t is, a m o n g  o th e rs , an y  m e n tio n  o f  the  w e lfa re  s ta te . I t th u s  
a p p e a rs  th a t B ritish  id en tity  in  th e  in te rim  rep o rt b y  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e

8 Lynch names the following as associated with British Conservatism: “individual 
liberty, tolerance, sincerity and the idea of the gentleman, property rights, 
permiamentary sovereignty and parochialism.” (1999:3-4)



P o lic y  G ro u p  on  N a tio n a l an d  In te rn a tio n a l S e c u r ity  la rg e ly  o v erlap s  
w ith  th e  v a lu e s  an d  p rio ritie s  o f  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  party.

4. C o n c lu d in g  rem a rk s
R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  th e  rep o rt, le t a lo n e  th e  v is io n  o f  B ritish  id e n tity  
e v id en t in  it, w e re  d ec la re d  n o t to  b e  b in d in g  fo r th e  C o n serv a tiv e  
lead e rsh ip . Yet, so m e  o f  its  p ro p o s itio n s  w ere  w e lc o m e d  a c ro ss  the 
p o lit ica l sp e c tru m 9. T h is  m a y  h av e  b ee n  b ec au se  th is  C o n serv a tiv e  
v o ic e  is m u c h  d iffe ren t fro m  th a t d esc rib ed  b y  S m ith  (1994 :105 -110 ), 
co n fro n ta tio n a l, essen tia lis t, c h a rac te r ise d  b y  co v e rt, i f  n o t o vert 
rac ism . D esp ite  o cc as io n a l te n s io n  in  d isco u rse , as  w ith  p rac tice s  le ss  
ra th e r  th a n  in co m p a tib le  w ith  w e s te rn  ones, the  rep o rt is  e x p lic itly  
o p en  w ith  re sp e c t to  d iffe ren ce s  o f  re lig io n  o r ethn ic ity . R e s id u a l 
m e ta p h o rs  o f  b a ttle  lin g e r  in  th is  repo rt, b u t th e  ran k s  a re  n o t a s  c lose  
a s  th e y  u se d  to  be. N or is th e  o p p o n en t th e  sam e: v io le n t Is lam is ts  are 
d en o u n c ed  a lo n g s id e  an d  like  th e  n o to r io u s ly  ra c is t B ritish  N a tio n a l 
Party . O p p o rtu n itie s , ch o ice  an d  fre ed o m  o f  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  pub lic  
sp h e re  fo r w o m en  a re  e x p lic itly  s ta te d  as  a  co n d itio n  o f  in teg ra tio n . 
w h a t  rem a in s  p ro b lem atic , th o u g h  ex p lica b le  i f  o n e  re m e m b e rs  th a t 
fra m in g  n a tio n a l id e n tity  is a b o u t d raw in g  th e  lines, is  th e  p rac tica l 
id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  B ritish n ess  w ith  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  ag en d a : th is  d eem s 
v a lu e s  n o t in c lu d ed  in  th a t a g e n d a  n o n -  o r a t le a s t le s s  B ritish .
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