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D ic tio n a r ie s  a re  one o f  the  b as ic  to o ls  o f  re fe ren c e  u se d  b y  L2 
lea rn ers . I f  e x p lo ite d  e ffec tiv e ly , th e y  can  se rv e  a s  a  so u rce  o f  
im p o rta n t in fo rm a tio n  on  lan g u ag e  o r a s  a n  in s tru m e n t fo r  se lf-s tu d y . 
T h e  d eb a te  on  e ffec tiv e  d ic tio n a ry  u se  s ta rted  in  th e  7 0 s o f  the 
tw en tie th  ce n tu ry  a n d  in  fac t h as  n o t ce ased  up  to  now . T h e  bas ic  
q u e s tio n  re p e a te d ly  ask ed  b y  le x ic o g ra p h e rs  a s  w e ll as  lan g u ag e  
te a c h e rs  co n c e rn s  th e  k in d  o f  sk ills  le a rn e rs  n ee d  to  em p lo y  to  tak e  
ad v a n ta g e  o f  in fo rm a tio n  en c o d ed  in  d ic tio n a rie s . T h e  aw a re n ess  o f  
v a r io u s  s tra teg ie s  th a t can  im p ro v e  le a rn e rs ’ d ic tio n a ry  u se  is j u s t  the  
firs t s tep  to  ed u ca te  te ac h e rs  on  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  d ev e lo p in g  le a rn e rs ’ 
d ic tio n a ry  sk ills . T h e  s tu d ie s  in  th e  fie ld  o f  p e d a g o g ic a l le x ico g rap h y  
c le a rly  in d ica te  th a t th e  lo o k -u p  p ro ce ss  is c o m p lic a te d  an d  req u ire s  
d e ta iled  an a ly s is . T h is  p ap e r re p o r ts  th e  co n c lu s io n s  d raw n  from  
se le c te d  s tu d ie s  on  d ic tio n a ry  u se  in  th e  la n g u ag e  c la ss ro o m  an d  
d isc u sse s  th e  k n o w le d g e  g a in e d  th a n k s  to  th e  s tu d ie s  on  d ic tio n a ry  
sk ills  u se d  b y  L 2  lea rn ers . H o w ev er, th e re  is a  n e w  d im e n sio n  to  the 
issu e  o f  d ic tio n a ry  co n su lta tio n , n a m e ly  u s in g  d ic tio n a rie s  du rin g  
exam s. S in ce  th is  id e a  h as  b ee n  g a in in g  im p o rta n ce  and , th e re fo re , 
sh o u ld  n o t b e  ign o red , th e  fin a l p a rt o f  th e  p ap e r w ill be d ev o ted  to  the
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ra tio n a le  fo r a llo w in g  d ic tio n a ry  u se  d u rin g  exam s, e sp ec ia lly  w ritin g  
exam s.

1. In e ffe c tiv e  le a rn e rs ’ d ic tio n a ry  u se  an d  lack  o f  sk ills  
W ith  the  g ro w th  o f  in te re s t in  th e  f ie ld  o f  p ed a g o g ic a l le x ic o g ra p h y  
w ith in  th e  la st f if ty  y e a rs  a n d  n u m e ro u s  p u b lic a tio n s  o f  p ed a g o g ic a l 
d ic tio n a rie s  re se a rc h e rs  b ec am e  m o re  ea g e r  to  p ro b e  in to  th e  p ro ce ss  
o f  d ic tio n a ry  u se  b y  se c o n d /fo re ig n  la n g u ag e  learn ers . T h e ir  a im  w as  
to  a sc e rta in  th a t d ic tio n a rie s  co m p ile d  b y  le x ico g rap h e rs  w e re  a  u se fu l 
to o l e ff ic ie n tly  su p p o rtin g  th e  le a rn in g  p ro cess . U n fo rtu n a te ly , it w as  
d isc o v e red  th a t le a rn e rs  co n su lte d  d ic tio n a rie s  m a in ly  to  fin d  so m e 
in fo rm a tio n  on  sp e llin g  an d  m ean in g , fre q u e n tly  ig n o rin g  d e ta iled  
d a ta  on  d iffe ren t a sp e c ts  o f  lo o k ed -u p  w o rd s . T h u s  th e  c o m p o n en ts  o f  
w o rd  k n o w led g e  su c h  as  p ro n u n c ia tio n , sy n o n y m s, u sa g e  n o te s  an d  
e ty m o lo g ie s  in c lu d e d  in  the  m ic ro s tru c tu re  te n d ed  to  b e  a n a ly z e d  less 
fre q u e n tly  i f  ev e r (B arn h a rt 1962, Q u irk  1973). T o n o  (1984) as  w e ll 
a s  N eu b a ch  a n d  C o h en  (1988) n o te d  th a t d u rin g  d ic tio n a ry  
co n su lta tio n s  le a rn e rs  re p e a te d ly  ig n o red  p art o f  en tries  co n ta in in g  
sy n ta c tic  in fo rm a tio n  no  m a tte r  w h e th e r  th e  d ic tio n a ry  u se d  w a s  a 
b ilin g u a l o r a  m o n o lin g u a l one. T o  d isc o v e r th e  m e a n in g  o f  an  
u n k n o w n  w o rd , le a rn e rs  w o u ld  p a rtia lly  sc a n  the  en try  a n d  o p t fo r the  
m e a n in g  o r th e  e q u iv a le n t th a t ap p e a re d  ap p ro p ria te . S u ch  a  b eh a v io u r 
on  th e  p art o f  le a rn e rs  c lea rly  d em o n s tra te d  th a t th e y  w e re  h ig h ly  
co n fu se d  a b o u t th e  n u m b e r o f  in fo rm a tio n  item s in c lu d e d  in 
d ic tio n a ry  en tries . H o w ev er, th e  am o u n t o f  d a ta  th e y  a c c e sse d  d u rin g  
d ic tio n a ry  c o n su lta tio n s  w a s  n o t th e  o n ly  rea so n  fo r th e ir  in e ffec tiv e  
d ic tio n a ry  use . It a p p e a re d  th a t the  la n g u ag e  ch o sen  fo r  th e  en tries, 
e sp e c ia lly  in  m o n o lin g u a l d ic tio n a rie s , w a s  to o  d ifficu lt (T o m aszczy k  
1979, B a x te r  1980, M ille r  an d  G ild e a  1985). C o n seq u en tly , w h e n  the  
su b je c ts  re g a rd e d  d ic tio n a ry  u se  as  n ecessa ry , th e y  o p te d  fo r a 
b ilin g u a l d ic tio n a ry  ra th e r  th a n  a  m o n o lin g u a l on e  (B en so u ssan  et al. 
1984) as  th e  fo rm e r se em e d  to  b e  le ss  co m p lica ted . It d id  n o t m ean , 
n o n e th e le ss , th a t le a rn e rs  u se d  b ilin g u a l d ic tio n a rie s  sk illfu lly  en o u g h  
to  fu lfill r e se a rc h e rs ’ ex p ec ta tio n s . C o n v e rse ly , a t so m e p o in t it w as  
d isc o v e red  th a t d ic tio n a ry  c o n su lta tio n  a s  su c h  d id  n o t g u ara n tee
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su c c e ss  in  th e  lo o k -u p  p ro cess . W h a t tu rn e d  ou t to  b e  ev e n  m o re  
d is tre ss in g  fo r  re se a rc h e rs  w a s  th a t th e re  a p p e a red  no  co n s id e rab le  
d iffe ren ce  in  so m e  s tu d ie s  (B en so u ssan  et al. 1984) b e tw e e n  the 
o u tc o m es  a c h ie v e d  b y  th e  tw o  g ro u p s  o f  su b je c ts , on e  u s in g  a 
d ic tio n a ry  w h ile  p e rfo rm in g  th e  ta rg e t ta sk s  an d  th e  o th e r  one 
m a n a g in g  w ith o u t d ic tio n a ry  co n su lta tio n . T h is  m o st p ro b ab ly  
s te m m e d  fro m  th e  fac t th a t th e  le a rn e rs  lack ed  ap p ro p ria te  sk ills ; even  
w ith  a  d ic tio n a ry  a t th e ir  d isp o sa l th e y  d id  n o t k n o w  h o w  to  m a k e  u se  
o f  it.

T h e  re su lts  o f  re se a rc h  on  d ic tio n a ry  u se  c o n d u c te d  in  th e  1970s 
an d  1980s c le a rly  in d ic a ted  th a t L 2 le a rn e rs  trea ted  d ic tio n a rie s  
m o s tly  a s  a  so u rce  o f  m e an in g  c o n v e y ed  e ith e r  th ro u g h  d e fin itio n s  or 
b y  m e an s  o f  eq u iv a le n ts  in  th e ir  n a tiv e  lan g u ag e . T h is  w a s  n o t the 
k in d  o f  d ic tio n a ry  u se  le x ico g rap h e rs  ex p e c ted  s in c e  le a rn e rs  to o  o ften  
te n d e d  to  ig n o re  m e tic u lo u s ly  p rep a re d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r en c o d in g  
d ic tio n a ry  en tries . I t b ec am e  c lea r  th a t th e re  w a s  a  m ism a tch  b e tw e en  
u s e rs ’ b eh a v io u r  a n d  le x ic o g ra p h e rs ’ a s su m p tio n s  on  u s e rs ’ 
beh av io u r.

2. T h e  ca ll fo r d ic tio n a ry  sk ills  tra in in g
F a c e d  w ith  L 2  le a rn e rs ’ in e ffec tiv e  u se  o f  d ic tio n a rie s  re se a rc h e rs  an d  
le x ic o g ra p h e rs  co u ld  ch o o se  to  fo llo w  tw o  p o ss ib le  path s: (1)
p ro d u c in g  d ic tio n a rie s  a s  c o m p ila tio n s  o f  u se r-fr ie n d ly  d e fin itio n s  or 
(2) ed u c a tin g  u se rs  on  th e  w e a lth  o f  in fo rm a tio n  in c lu d ed  in
d ic tio n a rie s . In  th e  1970s an d  1980s it b ec am e  o b v io u s  th a t the  se co n d  
o p tio n  h a d  to  en ta il th o ro u g h  sk ills  tra in in g  in  u s in g  d ic tio n a rie s . 
H o w ev er, in  o rd er to  p ro v id e  le a rn e rs  w ith  p ro p e r tra in in g  it w as  
n e c e s sa ry  to  g a in  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  in to  w h a t le a rn e rs  a c tu a lly  do 
w h e n  th e y  co n su lt a  d ic tio n a ry . T h ere fo re , a  lis t o f  q u es tio n s  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o m p lex ity  o f  th e  le a rn e rs ’ lo o k -u p  p ro ce ss  w as 
co m p iled :

1. How do the users identify the lexical item they want to look up?

2. How do they find what they need in the macrostructure?

3. How do they find what they need in the microstructure?
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4. Do users of all societies behave similarly? If not, how do they differ?

5. When do dictionary users consider the consultation process to be 
completed?

6. What makes them think they have found the information they searched 
for?

Bejoint (2000)

D u e  to  th e  ap p a re n t c o m p lex ity  o f  in v e s tig a tin g  th e  sk ills  o f  
d ic tio n a ry  use rs , it b ec am e  o b v io u s  th a t in  o rd er to  com e to  a t least 
so m e  in itia l c o n c lu s io n s  on  th e  p ro b lem s a n a ly z e d  it w a s  n e c e s sa ry  to  
e lim in a te  th e  n u m b e r o f  v a r ia b le s  d ea lt w ith  as  w e ll a s  to  s im p lify  the  
ex p e rim e n ta l p ro ced u res . A s  a  co n seq u e n ce , re se a rc h e rs  f re q u en tly  
lim ite d  th e  n u m b e rs  o f  d ic tio n a rie s  to  one type , an d  d iffe ren t 
ca te g o rie s  o f  u se rs  to  on e  ty p ic a l user.

M itc h e l’s  (1983) an d  T o n o ’s (1984) s tu d ie s  rev e a le d  th a t th e ir  
su b je c ts  h ad  d ifficu lty  a n a ly z in g  d ic tio n a ry  en tries . T h e y  o b se rv e d  
th a t th e ir  lo o k -u p  b e h a v io u r  w a s  o ften  ch a o tic  a s  th e y  te n d ed  to  se lec t 
p ie ce s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  from  d ic tio n a ry  en tries  a t ran d o m . T h e  su b je c ts  
w o u ld  a lso  u se  a  ‘n eg a tiv e  ch o ice  s tra te g y ’. N am e ly  i f  th e y  d id  n o t 
k n o w  w h a t ch o ice  to  m ak e  a b o u t the  m e a n in g  th e y  w e re  se a rc h in g  for, 
th e y  w o u ld  se le c t the  p art o f  th e  e n try  th a t w a s  n o t e x p lic itly  re je c te d  
a n d  a f te rw a rd s  th e y  w o u ld  o ften  q u it th e  lo o k -u p  p ro ced u re . T h is  so rt 
o f  b eh a v io u r  sh o w e d  th a t a p p a re n tly  th e y  w e re  n o t sk illfu l en o u g h  to  
s u c c e ss fu lly  ex p lo re  d ic tio n a ry  en trie s  an d  d raw  f in a l c o n c lu s io n s  on 
th e  b as is  o f  the  in fo rm a tio n  th e y  m a n ag e d  to  iden tify .

It w a s  a lso  fo u n d  th a t th e  su b jec ts , w h o  w e re  p ro v id ed  w ith  so m e 
tra in in g  in  d ic tio n a ry  s tra teg ie s , se a rch e d  fo r in fo rm a tio n  en c o d ed  
m o re  e ffe c tiv e ly  (T ono  1984 an d  K ip fe r  1985). B e ca u se  o f  th is  
o b se rv a tio n , w h e n  in te rp re tin g  le a rn e r ’s lo o k -u p  b eh a v io u r, so m e 
re se a rc h e rs  (e.g. S ch o lf ie ld  1982, T o n o  1984, T o n o  1987, H erb s t an d  
S te in  1987) p o stu la te d  th e  n ee d  fo r  sy s tem a tic  tra in in g  an d  
d ev e lo p m e n t o f  d ic tio n a ry  sk ills  to  b e  in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  c lassro o m  
en v iro n m en t.

3. D ic tio n a ry  u se  an d  sk ills  a t in te rm ed ia te  an d  a d v a n ce d  lev e ls
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In th e  9 0 s th e  s tu d ie s  in v e s tig a tin g  d ic tio n a ry  u se  co n tin u e d  to  
h ig h lig h t th e  n ee d  fo r so m e  im p ro v e m e n t in  le a rn e rs ’ co n su lta tio n  
sk ills . A s  A tk in s  an d  K n o w les  (1990) c o n c lu d e d  th e  d iffic u lty  in  
a c h ie v in g  th is  a im  b a s ic a lly  lied  in  te a c h e rs ’ a ttitu d e  to  p u p ils ’ 
d ic tio n a ry  use . F irs tly , te a c h e rs  re g a rd e d  it as  in fe rio r  to  g u ess in g  
fro m  co n tex t. S eco n d ly , th e y  d id  n o t see  it as  a  c o m p lic a te d  p ro ce ss  
re q u ir in g  w e ll-in fo rm e d  b e h a v io u r  on  the  p a rt o f  lea rn ers . A s  rev e a le d  
b y  sp e c ia lis ts  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  L 2 le a rn e rs  h ad  se ld o m  o r n ev e r 
re c e iv e d  p ro p e r  s tra te g y  tra in in g  and , a s  a  c o n seq u e n ce , th e y  
p o sse sse d  v e ry  p o o r or no d ic tio n a ry  sk ills  (N esi 1999). A  b r ie f  
a n a ly s is  o f  re se a rc h  on  d ic tio n a ry  u se  an d  sk ills  a t in te rm ed ia te  an d  
ad v a n c e d  le v e ls  ca rrie d  o u t in  th e  1990s d em o n s tra te d  h o w  th e  re su lts  
o f  the  s tu d ie s  on  d ic tio n a ry  u se  co n d u c te d  in  the  la s t th ree  d ec ad e s  o f  
th e  20 th  ce n tu ry  in f lu e n ced  th e  s itu a tio n  in  th e  lan g u ag e  c la ss ro o m  at 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n ex t m illen n iu m .

In  W in g a te ’s  (2004) s tu d y  17 in te rm ed ia te  C h in ese  le a rn e rs  o f  
G erm a n  w e re  p ro v id ed  w ith  on e  b ilin g u a l an d  tw o  m o n o lin g u a l 
d ic tio n a rie s  to  ch o o se  from  w h ile  rea d in g  tw o  a u th e n tic  n e w sp a p e r 
tex ts . T h e  re se a rc h e r  a im ed  a t in v e s tig a tin g  th e  lo o k -u p  p ro cess , the  
d ifficu ltie s  e n c o u n te re d  d u rin g  d ic tio n a ry  c o n su lta tio n  an d  the 
p o ss ib le  rea so n s  fo r th e  le a rn e rs ’ u n su c c e ss fu l a tte m p ts  a t ex p lo rin g  
th e  en tries. S h e  n o tic ed  th a t th e  s u b je c ts ’ d ic tio n a ry  u se  w as  
fre q u e n tly  u n su c ce ssfu l. O ne o f  th e  m a jo r  p ro b lem s w a s  co n n e c ted  
w ith  th e  se a rch  fo r  th e  m e a n in g  o f  c o m p o u n d s  an d  id iom s. T h e  
su b je c ts  w e re  u n ab le  to  fin d  th e m  in  th e  d ic tio n a rie s  b ec au se  th e y  
tr ie d  to  lo o k  th e m  up  a s  w h o le s  ra th e r  th a n  d iv id e  th e m  in to  w o rd s  
th a t fu n c tio n ed  a s  h e a d w o rd s . T h e y  a lso  fa iled  w h e n  c o n fro n ted  w ith  
th e  n e c e s s ity  to  lo ca te  th e  in f in itiv es  o f  the  p as t p a rtic ip le  fo rm s o f  the  
v e rb s  fro m  th e  tex ts . T h e  la st d iffic u lty  th e y  e x p e rien c ed  co n c ern ed  
a s s ig n in g  th e  L 1 eq u iv a le n ts  to  th e  w o rd s  fro m  th e  a n a ly z ed  tex ts.

T h e re  w e re  tw o  m a in  rea so n s  id e n tif ied  fo r the  lo o k -u p  p ro b lem s 
m e n tio n e d . F irs t, th e  su b je c ts  w ere  fo u n d  to  re a d  th e  d ic tio n a ry  en tries  
su p e rfic ia lly . T h e y  s im p ly  p a id  sc a rce  a tten tio n  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
in c lu d e d  in  th e  en tries. S eco n d , th e y  la ck e d  p ro p e r s tra te g ie s  fo r 
d ic tio n a ry  co n su lta tio n . T h e y  s tu d ie d  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  the



en trie s  ig n o rin g  a  la rg e  p art o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  in c lu d ed  fu rth e r. T h ey  
u se d  a  fam ilia r  p art o f  th e  e n try  a s  a n  e q u iv a le n t fo r th e  u n k n o w n  
w o rd  w ith o u t p a y in g  a tte n tio n  to  its  ap p ro p ria ten e ss . S u ch  lea rn er 
b e h a v io u r  is a n  ex a m p le  o f  a  n e g a tiv e  s tra te g y  ca lled  ‘k id ru le ’ a lso  
d isc u sse d  b y  N esi an d  M e ara  (1994). T h u s, ev en  th o u g h  th e  su b je c ts  
w e re  sk illfu l d ic tio n a ry  u se rs, th e  re su lts  d isc lo se d  th a t th e y  fre q u en tly  
la ck e d  e ssen tia l s tra teg ie s .

S z c z e p a n ia k ’s  (2007) s tu d y  in v o lv e d  143 M A  s tu d e n ts  o f  tw o  f in a l 
y e a rs  a t th e  S ch o o l o f  E n g lish , A d am  M ic k ie w ic z  U n iv e rs ity  in  
P o zn ań , P o lan d . S h e  d iv id e d  th e m  in to  tw o  g ro u p s. T h e  m a in  a im  o f  
h e r  re se a rc h  w a s  to  ch e ck  h o w  s ig n ific a n tly  d ic tio n a ry  u se  im p ro v ed  
c o m p re h en s io n  sc o re s  in  th e  ta rg e t lan g u ag e  s itu a tio n . A t the  
b eg in n in g  th e  su b je c ts  rea d  sh o rt te x ts  w ith  u n d e rlin e d  parts  
c o n ta in in g  id io m s. T h e ir  ta sk  w a s  to  w rite  p a ra p h ra ses  o f  th e  se lec ted  
frag m en ts . Y et, o n ly  on e  g ro u p  o f  th e  su b je c ts  w a s  a llo w ed  to  co n su lt 
a  m o n o lin g u a l d ic tio n a ry  to  te s t th e ir  h y p o th e se s  a b o u t th e  m e an in g s  
o f  id iom s. In  th e  f in a l s tage , b o th  g ro u p s  w e re  su p p o se d  to  c reate  
d e fin itio n s  o f  th e  v o c a b u la ry  ite m s se le c te d  fo r the  s tudy .

A s d em o n s tra te d  b y  S z c z e p a n ia k  (2007) ev e n  a d v a n ce d  lea rn ers  
d id  n o t p o sse ss  p ro p e r sk ills  to  co n su lt d ic tio n a rie s  e ffec tiv e ly . T h e y  
w e re  n o t a tte n tiv e  en o u g h  d u rin g  th e  an a ly s is  o f  th e  d ic tio n a ry  en tries  
and , co n seq u en tly , d id  n o t g a th e r  su ffic ie n t d a ta  on  the  ta rg e t lex ica l 
chunks. D esp ite  th e  fac t th a t w h ile  u s in g  a  d ic tio n a ry  th e y  g a in ed  
so m e  le x ica l k n o w led g e  on  th e  id io m s s tu d ied , th e y  fo u n d  it d ifficu lt 
to  su c c e ss fu lly  ex p la in  th e  m e an in g s  o f  th o se  ex p re ss io n s  in  con tex t. 
T h e y  o ften  re so rte d  to  th e  u se  o f  ‘k id ru le ’, th e  sa m e  n e g a tiv e  s tra teg y  
as  the  on e  a p p lied  b y  th e  in te rm ed ia te  le a rn e rs  in  th e  s tu d y  b y  
W in g a te  (2004). It se em e d  ev id en t th a t the  su b je c ts  re lied  too  m u c h  on 
d ic tio n a ry  en tries  in  te rm s  o f  a rr iv in g  a t th e  m e an in g  o f  le x ica l item s. 
S u ch  b eh a v io u r is an  ex a m p le  o f  a  c o m m o n  te n d e n c y  am o n g  
d ic tio n a ry  u se rs  w h o  fre q u e n tly  ex p e c t to  b e  in  so m e  w a y  sp o o n -fed . 
A  s im ila r  p h en o m en o n  w a s  o b se rv e d  in  th e  s tu d y  b y  B e n so u ssa n  
(1983). A s th e  su b je c ts  w e re  o ften  u n ab le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  lex ica l 
item s w h e n  m o re  co m p lex  an a ly s is  o f  th e  e n try  w a s  n ec essa ry , she
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co n c lu d e d  th a t so m e  d ic tio n a ry  u se rs  la ck e d  th e  sk ills  o f  n e g o tia tin g  
th e  m e a n in g  o f  w o rd s  d u rin g  d ic tio n a ry  co n su lta tio n .

T h e  an a ly s is  o f  so m e  re se a rc h  on  d ic tio n a ry  u se  ca rrie d  o u t ov er 
th e  la st fo rty  y e a rs  h a s  sh o w n  th a t th e re  is no  s ig n ific a n t ch an g e  in  
p ra c tit io n e rs ’ a ttitu d e s  to  th e  n ee d  o f  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  d ic tio n a ry  
s tra te g ie s  in  L 2 se ttin g s. It a p p e a rs  th a t tra in in g  in  d ic tio n a ry  u se  is 
s ti ll  to  a  la rg e  ex ten t a n  in d iv id u a l d ec is io n  o f  a  p a rticu la r  L 2  te ac h e r 
w h o  e ith e r  in tro d u c es  so m e  in s tru c tio n  in to  th e  c la ssro o m  o r ig n o res  
th e  fac t th a t h is /h e r  p u p ils  sh o u ld  b e  ab le  to  em p lo y  d ic tio n a ry  en tries  
in  the  p ro ce ss  o f  lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  in  an  in fo rm ed  w ay .

4. D ic tio n a ry  u se  in  te s tin g
U p  to  th is  p o in t the  m a jo r  a im  o f  th e  p ap e r h a s  b ee n  to  a rg u e  fo r  the 
n ee d  fo r d ic tio n a ry  s tra te g y  tra in in g  a n d  th e  u se  o f  d ic tio n a rie s  in  L2 
la n g u ag e  le a rn in g  an d  te ac h in g  co n d itio n s . T h e  la st p a rt o f  th e  a rtic le  
w ill  d ea l w ith  so m e  rec en t f in d in g s  in to  th e  ap p lic a tio n  o f  d ic tio n a rie s , 
e sp e c ia lly  b ilin g u a l o n es in  te s ting .

F irs t o f  a ll, w h a t n e e d s  to  b e  fo cu se d  on  is th e  c o n tex t in  w h ich  the 
id e a  o f  d ic tio n a ry  u se  in  ex a m s ap p e ared . W ith  th e  a d v e n t o f  C L T  
m e th o d o lo g is ts  d rew  m o re  a tte n tio n  to  m e an in g fu l la n g u ag e  u se  an d  
g av e  s tro n g  su p p o rt to  th e  c o n c ep t o f  d isp o s in g  o f  a r tif ic ia lity  in  the  
c la ss ro o m  en v iro n m en t. C h a n g in g  v ie w s  m ad e  it c lea r  th a t th e  C L T  
m e th o d o lo g y  a lso  req u ire s  the  m o d ific a tio n  o f  te s tin g  p ro ce d u re s  
T es tin g  w a s  to  b e  u n d e rs to o d  as  m e a su rin g  p u p ils ’ p e rfo rm an ce  b y  
p ro v id in g  th e m  w ith  ta sk s  as  au th en tic  a n d  re a l-life  as  possib le . 
C o n su ltin g  a  d ic tio n a ry  d u rin g  an  ex am  w a s  su g g e s te d  as  an  e ssen tia l 
p a rt o f  L 2  s tu d e n ts ’ lan g u ag e  le a rn in g  an d  la n g u ag e  use . It w a s  a lso  
re c o g n iz e d  th a t d ic tio n a rie s , e sp ec ia lly  b ilin g u a l ones, h av e  th e ir  ro le  
to  p la y  in  co m m u n ic a tio n , d isc o u rse  c rea tio n , an d  n e g o tia tio n  o f  
m e a n in g  w h e n  d iffe ren t cu ltu ra l se ttin g s  as  in  L 2  c la ss ro o m s h av e  to  
b e  co n s id ered .

T h e  d eb a te  o v er a llo w in g  d ic tio n a ry  u se  d u rin g  tim ed  te s ts  has  
b ee n  co n tin u ed  o v er a  n u m b e r o f  y ea rs . E x p e r ts ’ o p in io n s  on  th is  
m a tte r  d iffe r  c o n s id e rab ly  d ep e n d in g  on  h o w  th e y  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  te st 
c o n s tru c t an d  w h ic h  a p p ro a ch  to  a s se ssm en t th e y  a re  m o re  p ro n e  to



176 Ewelina Wojtyś

o p t for, th e  c o n s tru c tiv is t p ro c e ss -o rie n te d  or th e  tra d itio n a l p ro d u ct- 
o rien ted  one. A d o p tin g  th e  fo rm er, the  sp e c ia lis ts  em p h asize  lea rn in g  
a s  the  m a in  fac to r in  a sse ssm en t, w h e re a s  fa v o u rin g  th e  la tte r  th e y  
p la ce  p rim a ry  fo cu s  on  m e a su re m e n t try in g  to  sh o w  d iffe ren ce s  in  L2 
le a rn e rs ’ p e rfo rm an ce . E v en  th o u g h  n o n e  o f  th o se  a p p ro a c h e s  is 
in fe rio r  a s  each  d isc lo se s  v a lu a b le  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  s tu d e n ts ’ 
sk ills  an d  k n o w led g e , o n ly  p ro c e ss -o r ie n te d  a sse ssm e n t fo r  le a rn in g  
d o es  n o t e x c lu d e  d ic tio n a ry  u se  in  ex am in a tio n s . H o w ev er, to  
in tro d u c e  th is  k in d  o f  in n o v a tio n , re se a rc h e rs  h av e  to  p ro v e  b e y o n d  
d o u b t th a t a  d ic tio n a ry  is an  au th en tic  an d  u se fu l to o l em p lo y ed  b y  
p u p ils ’ a t th e ir  cu rren t p ro fic ie n c y  lev e l ra th e r  th a n  a  so u rce  o f  
u n d e s ira b le  in f lu e n ce  th e ir  te s t sco res.

5. A llo w in g  d ic tio n a ry  u se  in  w ritin g  ex am  -  re se a rc h  re su lts  
In  1998 b ilin g u a l d ic tio n a ry  u se  w a s  firs t a llo w e d  b y  the 
Q u a lifica tio n s  a n d  C u rricu lu m  A u th o rity  (Q C A ) in  the  U K ’S  G en era l 
C e rtif ica te  o f  S e c o n d a ry  E d u c a tio n  (G C SE ) L 2 E x am in a tio n s , the  firs t 
ex te rn a lly  a s sessed  sc h o o l e x a m in a tio n  ta k en  b y  15-16  y ea r-o ld s . 
H o w ev er, a f te r  the  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  s tu d y  b y  H u rm an  an d  T a ll 
(1998) w h ic h  sh o w e d  th e  e ffec ts  o f  d ic tio n a ry  u se  on  w ritin g  te s ts ’ 
sc o re s  d ic tio n a ry  c o n su lta tio n  w a s  q u es tio n e d  an d  fin a lly  b a n n e d  b y  
th e  a u th o ritie s  in  2003. N o n e th e le ss , the  d isc u ss io n  d id  n o t en d  a t th is  
s ta g e  s in c e  so m e  o th e r  s tu d ie s  (B en so u ssan  e t al., 1984; N esi an d  
M eara , 1991; Id ste in , 2003) d em o n s tra te d  no  s ig n ific an t d iffe ren ce  in  
th e  te s t sc o re s  o f  th e  le a rn e rs  w h o  w ere  a llo w e d  to  co n su lt d ic tio n a rie s  
in  the  p ro ce ss  o f  w ritin g .

T h e  s tu d y  b y  H u rm an  an d  T a ll (1998) w a s  a lso  h e a v ily  c r itic iz ed  
fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  reaso n s:

·  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts  to o k  th e  ‘w ith o u t d ic tio n a ry ’ te s t a s  f irs t 
w h ic h  m ig h t h av e  g iv e n  th e m  so m e  p rac tice  in  d ea lin g  w ith  
ta sk  ty p e s  chosen ;

·  th e  ‘w ith  d ic tio n a ry ’ te s t m ig h t h av e  b ee n  easie r;
·  th e  ra te rs  k n e w  w h ic h  te s ts  w e re  ta k en  w ith  d ic tio n a ry  

c o n su lta tio n  so  th e y  m ig h t h av e  a ssessed  th e  ‘w ith  d ic tio n a ry ’
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te s ts  m o re  fav o u ra b ly  b e c au se  th e y  ex p e c ted  a  b e tte r  
p e rfo rm a n c e  due to  th e  av a ila b ility  o f  d ic tio n a rie s .

In re sp o n se  to  Q C A ’s d ec is io n  M a rtin  E as t (2007) co n d u c te d  
re se a rc h  in  o rd er to  v e r ify  th e  re su lts  p re se n ted  b y  H u rm an  a n d  T a ll 
(1998). T h e  su b je c ts  in v o lv e d  in  th e  s tu d y  w e re  1 7 -1 8  y e a r  o ld  
s tu d e n ts  in  N ew  Z ea la n d  se c o n d a ry  sc h o o ls  p rep a rin g  fo r th e  B u rsa ry  
G erm a n  e x a m in a tio n  in  2003. T h e  f in d in g s  led  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  th a t 
th e  co n s tru c t v a lid ity  o f  th e  te s t w a s  n o t u n d e r th rea t. M o reo v e r, 
d ic tio n a ry  u se  in  w ritin g  te s ts  d id  n o t ch a n g e  the  te s t resu lts  
co n s id e ra b ly  re g a rd le ss  o f  te s t ta k e r s ’ ex p e rien c e  w ith  d ic tio n a rie s . 
E as t (2007) n o tic ed  th a t th e  s tu d y  a im ed  m a in ly  a t sh o w in g  th a t 
e x p e rien c ed  as  w e ll as  in e x p e rien c ed  le a rn e rs  d id  n o t im p ro v e  th e ir  
p e rfo rm an ce  co n s id e ra b ly  b y  u s in g  d ic tio n a rie s  d u rin g  w ritin g  tests . 
P u p ils ’ ex p e rien c e  w a s  an a ly z ed  on  th e  b as is  o f  th e ir  a n sw e rs  to  an  
o p en -e n d ed  q u es tio n  in c lu d ed  in  the  fin a l q u es tio n n a ire : th e  s tu d e n ts  
s ta te d  h o w  fre q u e n tly  th e y  u se d  a  d ic tio n a ry . Y et, th e  k in d  o f  d a ta  
co llec te d  on  th e  b as is  o f  th is  q u es tio n  p ro v id ed  no  in fo rm a tio n  on  h o w  
sk illfu l d ic tio n a ry  u se rs  th e y  a c tu a lly  w ere . It w a s  d ifficu lt to 
d e te rm in e  to  w h a t ex ten t the  f re q u en c y  o f  d ic tio n a ry  u se  w a s  re la ted  
to  th e  s u b je c ts ’ aw a re n ess  o f  d ic tio n a ry  s tra te g ie s  an d  th e ir  su c ce ssfu l 
ap p lic a tio n  in  p rac tice . In  o th e r  w o rd s , it is ra th e r  r isk y  to  a ssu m e  th a t 
a  le a rn e r  w h o  fre q u en tly  u se s  d ic tio n a rie s  is s im u lta n e o u s ly  ca p ab le  o f  
d o in g  it e ffec tiv e ly . T h ere fo re , w h a t n ee d s  to  be a n a ly z e d  in  the  
fu tu re , a s  rec o m m en d e d  b y  E a s t (2007), is th e  c o rre la tio n  b e tw e en  
p u p ils ’ d ic tio n a ry  u se  tra in in g  a n d  th e ir  te s t p e rfo rm an ce .

E a s t’s  s tu d y  (2007) a lso  ex p lo re d  le a rn e rs ’ b e lie fs  on  d ic tio n a ry  
u se  in  w ritin g  exam s. W h e re a s  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  su b je c ts  n o tic ed  
th a t d ic tio n a rie s  fa c ilita te d  th e  lo o k -u p  p ro ce ss  in  th e  case  o f  u n k n o w n  
w o rd s  or so m e  g ra m m a tic a l an d  sp e llin g  p ro b lem s, fo r  m a n y  te st 
ta k e rs  u s in g  d ic tio n a rie s  se em e d  ex c e s s iv e ly  tim e-co n su m in g . S o m e 
s tu d e n ts  re g a rd e d  d ic tio n a ry  a v a ila b ili ty  d u rin g  tim ed  te s ts  as  u n fa ir  
s in c e  th e y  b e lie v e d  th e y  d is tra c te d  th e  ra te rs ’ a tten tio n  fro m  le a rn e rs ’ 
k n o w led g e .

5. C o n c lu d in g  rem a rk s



T h e  se lec ted  lite ra tu re  d isc u sse d  in  th is  p ap e r  h as  sh o w n  th a t 
d ic tio n a ry  sk ills  p la y  a  v ita l ro le  in  learn in g , te a c h in g  an d  te s tin g  in  
L 2 c lassro o m s. O w in g  to  th e  s tu d ie s  c a rrie d  o u t in  rec en t y ea rs  the 
co m p le x ity  o f  th e  lo o k -u p  p ro ce ss  an d  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  d ic tio n a ry  
sk ills  tra in in g  fo r L 2 le a rn e rs  h av e  b ee n  fu rth e r  exp lo red . 
U n fo rtu n a te ly , th is  k n o w led g e  h as  n o t b ee n  e ffec tiv e ly  a p p lied  in  
p rac tice  so  far. T e a c h e rs ’ an d  s tu d e n ts ’ e rro n eo u s  a ssu m p tio n s  ab o u t 
th e  lo o k -u p  p ro ce ss  o ften  lead  to  th e  av o id a n c e  o r in e ffec tiv e  u se  o f  
d ic tio n a rie s  in  la n g u ag e  learn in g . A lso , th e re  is a  p ro b lem  o f  th e  lack  
o f  ap p ro p ria te  sk ills  tra in in g  w h ic h  d ep riv e s  p u p ils  o f  th e  ch an ce  to  
b ec o m e  a c tiv e  a n d  au to n o m o u s  d ic tio n a ry  u se rs . F in a lly , the  issu e  o f  
d ic tio n a ry  c o n su lta tio n  d u rin g  w ritin g  te s ts  h as  n o t y e t b ee n  fu lly  
c la r if ied  b ec au se  o f  c o n tra d ic to ry  o p in io n s  a m o n g  th e  ex p e rts  in  
te s tin g . T o  c o n v in ce  th e  o p p o n en ts  o f  a llo w in g  d ic tio n a rie s  in  
e x a m in a tio n s  a m o n g  n o t o n ly  sp e c ia lis ts  b u t a lso  te a c h e rs  an d  
su rp ris in g ly  learn ers , a s  th e  s tu d y  b y  E as t (2007) h as  sh o w n , m ore  
re se a rc h  is n ee d e d  in  th e  fu tu re .
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