


IN TROD U CTION

T h e  cu rren t vo lu m e o f " S o c io lo g y  o f  E d u ca tion ", like  the 
s ix  p r e c e d in g  it -  m ay not b e  identified  with o n e  o f the s o c i o 
lo g ic a l  s u b d is c ip l in e s  but in stead  with s c ie n t ific  in te re s ts  o f  a 
w h o le  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le , w h o  fo r  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  so fu tin g  their 
attention  on  " s o c ia l  a s p e c t s  o f e d u ca t io n " . A part from  their 
ow n jou rn a l, p u b lish ed  quite reg u la r ly , and m any b o o k s , a r t ic le s  
and  s c h o la r ly  p o le m ic s , the b in d in g  fa c to r s  a re  T h u rs d a y  sem i
n a rs  and s tu d ie s ,

T h e  facu lty  in c lu d e s  p e r s o n s  e m p lo y e d  at a num ber o f in
stitu tions ( c o l l e g e s ,  A ca d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s )  from  s e v e r a l  c it ie s  
in P o la n d  (a p a rt from  T o ru n , a ls o  from  W a rsa w , O p o le , B yd 
g o s z c z ,  G d a n s k )  and re p re se n tin g  s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h  fie ld s  ( s o 
c io lo g y , p e d a g o g y , p h ilo so p h y , p s y c h o lo g y ) .  T h e  p ro b le m s  un
d erta k en  a re  c h a r a c te r iz e d  not on ly  b y  th eir s o c ia l  im portan ce , 
their unm ask in g  c h a r a c te r  o f r e s e a r c h , o r  th e ir  a c c u r a c y  o f 
s c ie n t ific  m ethod. T h e  d istin ctive  m ark s e e r is  to  b e  -  at le a s t  
in the c a s e  o f  som e a u th ors  -  e ffo rts  to s e a r c h  fo r  a lternative 
m ethods to form ulate q u e s t io n s  and co n s tru c t  e d u ca tio n a l a n s w e rs , 
the te n d e n cy  to  g o  b e y o n d  the e x is t in g  paradigm  an d , finally , 
to c re a te  a n ew  in te llectu a l a p p ro a ch .

T h e  s u b je c ts  o f d is c u s s io n  a re  m ultilatéral re la tion s : 
sta te , s o c ie t y , e d u ca tio n  (w ith Z b ig n ie w  K w iecir isk i, b e in g  
u n q u estion a b ly  the le a d e r  though  it is  a ls o  the fie ld  o f in terest 
o f K ry sty n a  S z a fr a n ie c , B a rb a ra  I s k ra -K o to w s k a  and  R y s z a rd  
B o r o w ic z )  P h ilo s o p h e r s  in s ist on  a p p lica tion  o f Ju rgen  H a b e r—
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m a s 's  c r it ica l th eory  in the fie ld  o f e d u ca tio n  (A n d r z e j M. K a 
n iow sk i, L e c h  W itk ow sk i), Y ou th  a s  a s u b je c t  o f p oten tia l s o c ia l  
c h a n g e  is  the f o c a l  point in s e v e r a l  o th er  au th ors ' in terest ( T e 
r e s a  H e jn ick a -B e z w iń s k a , A n d r z e j K a le ta ), W ie s ła w  Ł u k a sz e w sk i 
p r e s e n ts  r e s e a r c h  d ire c t io n s  o f  h is  en tire  p e rso n a lity  p s y c h o lo g y  
r e s e a r c h  g ro u p . P r e v io u s  i s s u e s  o f the s e r ie s  b rou g h t d is c u s 
s io n s  b y  o th e r  a u th ors  w h o w id en ed  the s u b je c t  ra n g e , e .g . s e 
x u a l b e h a v io r  determ inants b y  M ikołaj K o z a k ie w ic z , s o u r c e s  o f 
s o c io l o g ic a l  re fle c t io n  on  e d u ca tio n  in P o la n d  b y  W łod zim ierz  
W in cła w sk i.

P a ra le lly , a sem in a r  form ed  -  m u ltid iscip linary  with reg a rd  
to r e s e a r c h  s p e c ia l it ie s  o f its m em bers -  w h ich  co n c e n tr a te s  on  
s o c io l o g ic a l  p rob lem s  o f  a g ricu ltu re  and  rural a r e a s . In the p re 
se n t is s u e , th is p rob lem  a re a  is  m ost fully r e p r e s e n te d  b y  Z b ig 
n iew  T .  W ie rz b ick i in h is  p a p e r  outlin ing a n ew  s u b d is c ip lin e .


