


A C T A  U N I V E R S I T A T I S  N I C O L A I  C O P E R N I C I
SOCJOLO G IA W Y C H O W A N IA  V II -  N A U K I H U M AN ISTY CZN O -SPO ŁECZN E -  Z E S ZY T  187 -  1987

Z b ig n ie w  K.WIECINTSKI
R e s e a r c h  S tation , Institute o f R ural and  A gr icu ltu ra l 
D eve lop m en t, P o lis h  A ca d e m y  o f S c ie n c e s ,  T oruri

D E C A H E D R O N  O R E D U C ATIO N . C O N C E R N IN G  TH E  NEED T O  
A S K  "N EW  G E N E R A T IO N " Q U E ST IO N S A B O U T  E D U C A TIO N

A  c o n c r e te  man, ty p e s  o f p e rso n a lit ie s  p rev a ilin g  in a s o 
c ie ty , o r  ty p e s  o f b e h a v io u r  in a g iv e n  cu ltu re  at a g iv e n  tim e, 
a ll may b e  re g a rd e d  a s  re su lts  o f ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s e s .  It 
turns out that it is  v e r y  difficu lt then  to m ake a c le a r  d is t in c
tion  b e tw een  the e d u ca tio n a l e ffe c t  o f o rg a n iz e d  e fforts  b y  p ro
fe s s io n a l  e d u c a to r s  and  in flu e n ce s  o f n o n -p r o fe s s io n a l a n d /o r  
natural e d u c a to r s  a s  w e ll a s  u n con tro lled  and u n m ea su rea b le  
e f fe c ts  o f g e n o ty p e , lo c a l  environ m en t, e c o n o m ic  and politica l 
sy s te m , cu ltu re , e x is t in g  c iv iliza t ion  and h is to r ica l, national and 
g lo b a l e v e n ts . T h is  m ultidim ensionality o f hum an d eve lop m en t 
h a s  often  le a d  to m ore o r  l e s s  o n e -s id e d  e m p h a s is  on  influen
c e  b y  a p articu lar fragm ent o f p r o c e s s e s ,  a c t io n s , e v e n ts , fa c 
to rs  o r  co n d it io n s  u pon  w hat w e re fe r  to a s  p erson a lity , i.e. 
the resu lt o f ed u ca tio n .

In the p re se n t w ork  I p r o p o s e  a g e n e ra l a p p ro a ch  to the 
p r o c e s s e s  that com b in ed  to s h a p e  a v e r s a t ile , h arm on iou sly  and 
fully d e v e lo p e d  human b e in g  I will a ls o  try to d istin gu ish  p o s 
s ib le  w a y s  o f a p p ro a ch in g  th e s e  p r o c e s s e s ,  in e p is t e m o lo g ic a l . 
a x io lo g ic a l  and  o n to lo g ica l m ean in gs o f th e s e  "a s p e c t s " .

I p r o p o s e  "e d u ca t io n "  a s  the b r o a d e s t  c a te g o ry  o f all the 
p articu lar  p r o c e s s e s  o f d eve lop m en t, u pbrin g in g  and in flu ence  
on  p erson a lity  transform ation . T h u s  e d u c a t i o n  is . 
the totality o f in flu e n ce s  on  an ind iv idual o r  g ro u p  stim ulating
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d ev e lop m en t and utilization  o f their ca p a b ilit ie s  to m ake them 
m axim ally c o n s c io u s  and cre a t iv e  m em bers o f the s o c ia l  (n atio
nal, cu ltu ra l and  g lo b a l com m unity, and to m ake them c a p a b le  
o f form ing a u n iqu e and s ta b le  identity, a b le  to d e v e lo p  th em sel
v e s  th rou gh  undrtaking " ta s k s  b e y o n d  p e r s o n a l in te rests" ,th rou g h  
p re se rv a t io n  o f continu ity  o f their ow n e g o s  in the a c co m p lis h 
ment o f  " lo n g -d is ta n c e  ta s k s " . E d u ca tion  is  the co m p le x  o f a c 
tion s  gu id in g  a man and h is  activ ity  tow a rd s  full a ctu a liza tion  
o f  h is  ind iv idual ca p a b ilit ie s } it is  a ls o  the total sum  o f influen
c e s  and  fu n ction s  con stitu tin g  and  regu la tin g  man’ s  p erson a lity  
and h is  b e h a v io r  tow ard  o th er  p e o p le  and  the w orld .

E d u ca tion  in its b r o a d e s t  and in tegra l m ean ing c o n s is t s  o f 
many con tribu tive  p r o c e s s e s .  T h e y  ca n  b e  re fe rre d  to a s  "e d u 
ca tion  fo r " , "e d u ca tio n  to " , "e d u ca t io n  in", "e d u ca t io n  th rou gh", 
"e d u ca t io n  o f ,  a d d in g  to the w ord  "e d u ca t io n "  a m arker d e s ig 
nating its o b je c t , p u r p o s e , m ean s, institutions con stitu tin g  their 
s p e c i f ic  integrity and  sp e c ia liz a t io n . T h is  is  a com m on  p r o c e d u 
re , a fter all, m ultiplying v a r io u s  "e d u c a t io n s "  and their r e s p e c t i
v e  m ethods ca lle d  " p e d a g o g ie s "  ( "a n d ra g o g y " , "p la y g rou n d  p e d a 
g o g y " , "m ilitary p e d a g o g y " , e t c . ) .

Let u s  try to a rra n g e  ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s e s  with reg a rd  
to the c o n t e n t  r a n g e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t
o f p u r p o s e s , p r o c e s s e s ,  and  e d u ca tio n a l re su lts  b eg in n in g  with
g lo b a l p rob lem s o f the w orld  a s  a w h o le  and  en d in g  at the s p e 
c ie s  d im en sion  o f man a s  an orga n ism . Let u s  a ls o  a pp ly  the 
sam e e ty m o lo g ica l p r o c e s s  that h a s  p r o d u c e d  the n otion  o f ed u 
ca tion .

E d u ca tion  c o m p r is e s  ten  con stituen t p r o c e s s e s .  In paren th e
s e s  I list ex em p la ry  co n te n ts , o b je c t s  o f p u r p o s e s , p r o c e s s e s  
and re su lts  o f ed u ca tion .

1. G lob a liza tion  -  e .g .  the w orld  and g lo b a l p rob lem s: w ar,
en v iron m en ta l th rea ts , e x h a u st io n  o f e n e rg y  s o u r c e s ,  p o litca l di
v is io n  o f the w orld  into the ce n te r  and p e r ip h e r ie s , m o n o - and
p o licen tr ic ity  o f the g lo b a l system ;

2. E ta tiza tion -sta te , its s o v e re ig n ity , sy stem , d em ocra tic  ma
ch in e ry , n e c e s s a r y  d e p e n d e n c ie s , lo ca t io n  in the w orld , a llie s  
and  a d v e r s a r ie s ,  s tren gth  an d  stability , " r a is o n  d ' etat";
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3. N a tion a liza tion -n ation , its tradition , cu ltu ra l pecu lia rity , 
the nature o f b o n d s  and  d if fe r e n c e s ;

4 . C o lle c t iv iza t io n  (s e c o n d a r y  s o c ia liz a t io n -d e v e lo p m e n t  
into s o c ia l  c la s s ,  party m em b ersh ip ) -  s o c ia l  c la s s ,  c la s s  in
te re s ts  and b o n d s , p ecu lia r ity  o f e th o s , so lid a r ity  with p e o p le  
o f d ifferent s ta tu se s  an d  s it u s e s , form ation  o f  op in io n s  abou t 
the p articu lar  p la c e  an d  m iss ion  o f  o n e 's  c la s s  and its party;

5. P o litiza tion  (b u r e a u c r a c y , p r o fe s s io n a liz a t io n ) -  o r g a 
n iza tion s  and institu tions, e d u ca tio n  fo r  d iv is io n  o f la b o r , ratio
nality and  d is c ip lin e  in an  o rg a n iz e d  s o c ie t y  and institutionali
z e d  w orld , form ation  o f id e o lo g ic a l  b e lie fs  a b ou t leg itim acy  o f 
e x is t in g  o rd e r , n e c e s s it y  and va lid ity  o f e x is t in g  distribu tion  o f 
s ta tu s e s  and  fu n ction s , e d u ca t io n  fo r  w ork  and  p r o fe s s io n ) ;

6. S o c ia liz a t io n  (prim ary  s o c ia l iz a t io n )  -  in flu en ce  o f pri
m ary g r o u p s : fam ily, p e e r s ,  lo c a l  com m unity, a ssim ila tion  o f e x is 
ting norm s;

7. Inculturation  and  p e rso n a liz a t io n  -  cu ltu ra l and s o c ia l  
p e rso n a lity , the hum an b e in g  a s  a resu lt o f g row in g  into cu ltu 
re and of a u ton om ou s c h o i c e s  o f v a lu e s , tra n sm iss ion  o f the 
p h ilo s o p h ic a l and  re lig io u s  sy stem ;

8 . E d u ca tion  (in  a n arrow  s e n s e ) ,  c it iz e n sh ip  (m ak in g  a 
c o n s c io u s  c it iz e n  o f a sim ple m an) and  ju r is p ru d e n ce  -  c it izen , 
im plem entation to a c c e p t  and ca r ry  out the r o le s  and a ctiv itie s  
o f c it iz e n sh ip , form ation  o f  le g a l c o n s c io u s n e s s ;

9. T ra in in g  and hum anization  -  human b e in g , k n ow led g e , 
b e lie fs , s k il ls , h ab its , d ignity  v a lu e s , in tera ctive  c o m p e te n c e s , 
p r in c ip le  o f  mutuality and em pathy, form ation  o f  s e c o n d a r y  n e e d s ;

10 . H om in ization  -  o rg a n ism , form ation o f fe a tu re s  o f hu
man s p e c i e s ,  health , h y g ie n e  and  s e x u a l e d u ca tio n , the p r in c ip 
le  o f  a v o id in g  punishm ent and m axim izing g ra tifica tion  without 
harm ing o th er  p e o p le ; form ation  and ch a n n e lin g  o f prim ary n e e d s .

A ll the p r o c e s s e s  to g e th e r  con stitu te  w hat is  b ro a d ly  un
d e r s to o d  a s  e d u ca tio n . W e ca n  s p e a k  o f harm ony in th e s e  p ro 
c e s s e s  w h en  th ey  d o  not co n tra d ic t  o r  c a n c e l  e a c h  oth er, w hen  
n o n e  o f them is  in e x c e s s  in co m p a r iso n  with o th e rs  and  w hen  
n o n e  o f the p r o c e s s e s  is  s u p p r e s s e d . S u c h  a state o f e d u c a 
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tion a l p r o c e s s e s  may b e  im agined a s  a re g u la r  d e c a h e d r o n  w he
re b y  e a c h  s u r fa c e  w ou ld  b e  sim ilar in s iz e  (s y m b o liz in g  v o lu 
me o f in flu en ce  u p o n  p e r s o n a lity )  with the ce n te r , w h ich  w ould  
in clu d e  p e rso n a lity  s h a p e d  b y  th e se  p r o c e s s e s  in the form o f 
a "ra d ia tin g  n u c le u s ” re fle c tin g  th e se  in flu e n ce s  s o  that to g e th e r  
with its tran sform ation s th o s e  orig in a l " a r e a s "  o f  in flu en ce  w ou ld  
b e  tran sform ed , to o . T h e  resu lt o f s u c h  h a rm on ized  in flu e n ce s  
w ou ld  b e  the ind ividual, not on ly  fully and v e r s a t ile ly  d e v e lo p e d  
to h is  maximum ca p a c ity , but a ls o  a p e r s o n  a c t iv e ly  and c o n 
s c io u s ly  transform ing h im self and  the w orld  from  both  sh ort and 
lo n g  term p e r s p e c t iv e s . T h u s  the e d u ca te d  ind ividual not on ly  
c o n s c io u s ly  m aintains and  im p roves  h is  identity, but is  a ls o  
aw are  o f "the n e c e s s it y  to a c t  to  im prove the w orld  fo llow in g  the 
v a lu e s  and  cr iteria  he a c c e p t s .

S u c h  an  id ea l a c t i v a t i n g  d e c a h e d 
r o n  -  m odel o f h a rm on iou s  in flu e n ce s  o f a ll con stitu en t ed u 
ca tion  p r o c e s s e s  is  in fa c t  s u s c e p t ib le  to v a r io u s  equilibrium  
d is tu rb a n ce s . T h e y  may b e  o f  tw o k in d s : u n ilatera l e x c e s s  o r  
un ila tera l deficit. W e then  fa c e  p a t h o l o g i e s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .

Let u s  m ention h ow  p a t h o l o g i e s  o f  e x 
c e s s  th reaten  e d u ca tio n  in its co n stitu e n t p r o c e s s e s :

1 )  E x c e s s  o f g lo b a liza tio n  le a d s  to cosm op o lit ism , g lo b a -  
lism , inflation o f  w o r ld -s c a le  dram as w hile ob litera tin g  difficult 
p rob lem s  o f o n e 's  sta te , nation , o n e 's  ow n p e r s o n a l identity, 
m arg inalization  o f  lo c a l  s o c ia l  and  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p rob lem s.

2 )  A b u s e  o f state c o n tro l le a d s  to etatism , form ation o f 
an  irrational re lig io u s  cu lt o f the sta te , its institu tions, c h ie f  b o 
d ie s  and  p e r s o n s . In its extrem e form , it lik e n s  e d u ca tion  to the 
train ing o f anim als and  to the con fin em en t o f s o c ia l  life within 
total institutions, req u irin g  uniform  rhythm and e x p e r ie n c e . It im
p o s e s  s u p e rco n tro l o v e r  the l iv e s  o f in d iv id u a ls  and  g ro u p s . 
H is to r ica l ex a m p le s  a re  in doctrination  s y s te m s  in totalitarian and 
fa s c is t  s o c ie t ie s .
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3 )  E x c e s s iv e  n ation a liza tion , v ie w in g  the nation  a s  the 
su p rem e v a lu e  le a d s  to nationalism  and n a z ism , and  the d e v e 
lopm ent o f a s e n s e  o f su p er io r ity  o f on e  nation  o r  r a c e  o v e r  
o th e rs .

4 )  P a th o lo g y  o f e x c e s s iv e  c la s s  e d u ca tio n  is  m an ifested  
in ex trem e co lle c t iv ism , in irrationally  fou n d ed  c o n v in c t io n  abou t 
the right to dom ination , su p er io r ity  and d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the c la s s  
o n e  or ig in a tes  from  o r  w h o s e  in terests  ( e v e n  if not re a liz e d  by  
m em bers o f that c l a s s )  a re  r e p re s e n te d  b y  the party  on e  b e 
lo n g s  to . It is  a  s u p r a c la s s  d iv is io n  and s e c ta r ia n  a p p r o a c h  to 
party d o ctr in e  tran sform ed  into ju stifica tion  o f m inority rule in the 
in terest o f  m aintaining the sta tu s q u o  b y  m a n d a ta rie s -fu n ction a - 
r ie s  but a ls o  in the fa r - fe tch e d  in te rests  o f  that c la s s .  A p tn e s s  
to d e n o u n c e  d e fe n c e  o f o n e 's  ow n s t a t e 's  in te rests  a n d /o r  s o 
c ia l  g rou p  in fa v o r  o f  party  ( c l a s s )  in terests  is a ls o  c la s s  o r  
party e d u ca tio n  p a th o log y .

5 )  E x c e s s iv e  e d u ca t io n  fo r  institutions and  o rg a n iza tio n s  
le a d s  to the auth oritarian  p erson a lity  sy n d rom e  that lin k s  the 
te n d e n cy  to dom ination  with that o f su b m is s io n . T h e  resu lt o f 
s u c h  e x c e s s  is  a "sp lit"  p e rson a lity : d ifferen t fu n ction in gs  by  
the sam e in d iv idua l within h is  r o le s  in o rg a n iz a tio n s  and  prima
ry g r o u p s  in fam ily o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  and total su b m is s io n  to o r 
g a n iza tion a l h ie ra rch y  ru le .

6 )  E x c e s s iv e  e m p h a s is  on  s o c ia liz a t io n  f o r c e s  op era tin g  
in prim ary g r o u p s  and a ctu a lly  limits s o c ia l  h o r iz o n s  to p lay
g rou n d  s c a le ,  to  a lo c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  in v ie w in g  w orld  a ffa irs  
and o n e 's  p la c e  in the w orld .

7 ) E x a g g e ra te d  e d u ca tio n a l fo c u s  on  gran d  id e a s  and g e 
n era l hum an v a lu e s  le a d s  to id e a lis tic  detach m en t from  rea lity , 
to e x a g g e r a te d  a es th e tic ism , life in the c lou d ld n d  o f fa sc in a t io n  
with and  n osta lg ia  fo r  the b ea u ty  o f a ll o r  fragm ents o f man’ s  
cu ltu ra l h erita ge  and  to co n ce n tra tio n  on  o n e 's  ow n ex ta tic  e x 
p e r ie n c e s , o n e 's  ow n  in n er life , re g a rd e d  a s  r ic h e r  and better 
than the e v il  w orld .

8 )  P a th o log y  o f  e x c e s s iv e  train ing into c it iz e n  r o le s  and 
le g a l n orm s may p ro d u c e  an  "ex tern a lly  co n tro lla b le "  p e r s o n a li-
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ty jam m ed into p r e a s s ig n e d  r o le s , b o u r g e o is  "d om estica tion " 
sy n d rom e  and p e r s e v e r e n c e  o f p e rso n a lity .

9 )  E x a g g e ra te d  e ffort in hum anization  and  in stru ction  p ro
c e s s e s  le a d s  to  a ca d em ism , d e c o r a t iv e n e s s , re d u n d a n ce  and 
in app licab ility  o f k n ow led g e  and  s k il ls , s e n s e  o f  eru d itive  su 
p eriority  o v e r  o th e rs , co g n it iv e  c o n se rv a t ism , and  the b e lie f 
that a ll p rob lem s h a v e  a lre a d y  b e e n  form ulated and  r e s o lv e d .

1 0 )  F o c u s  on  h om in ization  b r in g s  a b ou t a s e l f  that is 
in w a rd -look in g , s e l f is h n e s s , naturism , o r  e c o lo g is m , an  o v e ra ll  
s e n s e  o f re sp on s ib ility  and  o v e rse n s it iv ity  with re g a rd  to o r g a -  
n ism -environ m en t re la tion s  and  m ed ia tors  o f that re lation .

P a th o lo g ica l d e f i c i t  in e a c h  o f the d e ca h e d r o n  
is  co m p on en ts  c a u s e s  s u c h  d is tu rb a n ce s  a s : l )  particu larism ;
2 )  a n a rch ism  and  a s e n s e  o f deleg itim ization  o f  the state  and  
p o lit ica l a lien ation ; 3 )  cosm op o litism , u p ro o te d  nation a l b o n d s ,
4 )  s o c ia l  a lien ation , n on -p a rty ism , atom ism ; 5 ) a lien ation  o f la 
b o r  and  individualism ; 6 )  a s o c ia ln e s s  and  e g o ce n tr ism ; 7 )  a n o 
mie, d isequ ilibrium  o r  la c k  o f a sy stem  o f v a lu e s  and  p r in c ip le s ;
8 )  d ep ra v a tion  and te n d e n cy  to t r a n s g r e s s  le g a l norm s; 9 )  fu n c 
tiona l and  cu ltural illite ra cy ; 1 0 )  anim alism , su bstitu tin g  prim itive 
n e e d s  fo r  v a lu e s , u n d erd ev e lop m en t, invalid ism , orga n ism  ineffi
c ie n c y .

T o  e d u ca te  a fu lly d e v e lo p e d , v e r s a t ile  and  a c tiv e  indivi
d u a l it s e e m s  n e c e s s a r y  to rem ove  an  e x c e s s  o f o n e  p r o c e s s  
and  to r e in fo r ce  an oth er. W e then  ca n  s p e a k  o f  "R E -e d u ca t io n "  
and "D E -e d u ca t io n "  with r e s p e c t  to all its co m p o n e n ts . T h u s  
w e ca n  a ls o  s p e a k  o f "re -e ta tiza t io n "  o f in d iv id u a ls  with a state 
e d u ca t io n  d e fic it  and "d e -e ta tiza t io n "  o f in d iv id u a ls  e x c e s s iv e ly  
d ep en d en t on  the state a s  an  o b je c t  o f cu lt, e q u ip p e d  with the 
faith that the state  m a k es  m ost d e c is io n s  and  c h o i c e s  fo r  him.
It is  w orth  n oting that s u c h  sem a n tic  p ro p o s it io n s  imply a ltera 
tion  o f ex is t in g  m ean in gs, e s p e c ia l ly  with " s o c ia liz a t io n " . T ra d i
tionally  the n otion  o f " r e s o c ia liz a t io n "  d e s c r ib e s  resto ra tion  o f 
the in d iv id u a l 's  r e s p e c t  fo r  the law  and s o c ia l  n orm s. In ou r 
a p p r o a c h , fo llow in g  e a r lie r  p o s tu la te s  b y  S . M aga la , th is may 
d en ote  v a r io u s  s e c t io n s  an d  p articu lar  con stitu en t p r o c e s s e s  of 
ed u ca tio n , in clu d in g  s u c h  c o n c e p t s  a s  "re -e ta tiza t io n  o f  s o c i e 
ty" and  "r e s o c ia liz a t io n  o f  s ta te ".
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T h u s  th ere  e m e r g e s  a  n etw ork  o f  n o tio n s  c a p a b le  o f tho
rou g h ly  d e s c r ib in g  co m p o n e n ts  in e d u ca t io n  in the b ro a d  s e n s e  
that may h e lp  to  a n a ly z e  co n flic ts  o r  " c o l l is io n s "  ( a s  term ed  by 
K . S o s n ic k i )  o f tw o o r  m ore p r o c e s s e s  con stitu tin g  e d u ca tio n , 

( in c lu d in g  e x c e s s )  d e fic it  c o n flic ts  o f e ta tization  and  s o c ia l iz a 
tion  an d  incu lturation , p e rs o n a liz a t io n  an d  hum anization . From  
the m ere list o f e d u ca tio n  com p o n e n ts , th eir  p a th o lo g ica l e x c e s 
s e s  an d  d e fic its  and  e ffo rts  to rem ov e  them o r  m ake them up 
(a s  w ell a s  from  the matrix o f th eir  p o s s ib le  c o l l i s i o n s )  th ere  
e m e r g e s  a n etw ork  o f  p rob lem s  fo r  r e s e a r c h  an d  p r a c t ic e . Ma
ny o f  them h a v e  b e e n  co g n it iv e ly  e x h a u s te d . T h e y  a re  o v e t^ r e -  
s e a r c h e d  p rob lem s  and o v e r -g u a r d e d  r e s e a r c h  a r e a s . A t the 
sa m e  time, th ere  a re  b la n k  s p o ts , n e e d s  to  r e c o n s tr u c t  b a s ic  
th e o r ie s  from  the v e r y  b e g in in g  and  to  a p p ly  them  to the re 
qu irem en ts o f p e d a g o g y  and e d u ca tio n . A  s id e -e f fe c t  o f  s u c h  
p rob lem  netw ork  a n a ly s is  may b e  the u n v e ilin g  o f  ed u ca tio n a l 
p r o c e s s e s  c o n c e a le d  b y  la n g u a g e  that is  on ly  a p p lica b le  to n ar
row  p r o c e s s e s  th ou gh  u n iv e rsa lly  a b u s e d . T h is  is  e s p e c ia l ly  
true fo r  the ra n g e  o f th e o ry , m ethods and te a c h in g  p r a c t ic e s ,  
tra in in g  and  in stru ction  at s c h o o l ,  and e d u ca t io n a l institutions 
w h o s e  la n g u a g e  s e e m s  to h a v e  e x h a u s te d  the en tire  th eory  and 
p r a c t ic e  o f  e d u ca tio n .

3e

R e s e a r c h  p rog ra m s an d  q u e s t io n s  b orn  out o f a n a ly s is  of 
co m p o n e n ts  o f e d u ca t io n a l p r o c e s s  and th e ir  sem a n tic  ra n g e  
may con stitu te  m erely  a s e t  o f b a s ic ,  p relim inary  and e lem entary  
p rob lem s . T h e s e  a re  "first g e n e ra tio n "  r e s e a r c h  p rob lem s . T h e  
term is  u s e d  h e re  in the s e n s e  o f  th eir  fu ndam ental nature and  
g e n e r ic  sta tus.

W e a rr iv e  at a m ore co m p le x  and  d ifficu lt p rob lem  w h en  
w e  a pp ly  la n g u a g e  s o  o r d e r e d  to a n a ly s is  o f a ctu a l e d u ca tio n a l 
th rea ts , o r  w h en  w e  lo o k  at the first g e n e ra tio n  p rob lem  n etw ork  
th rou gh  the s c o p e  o f u n s o lv e d  p o lito lo g ica l, a x io lo g ic a l ,  s o c io l o 
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g ic a l , p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  m e th o d o lo g ica l p ro b le m s , and  w hen  w e 
co n fro n t the tw o resu ltin g  q u e s tio n  m atrixes. T h e r e  w ill em erg e  
a p rob lem  n etw ork , r e s e a r c h  and  p ra c t ica l p rob lem s  o f the " s e 
co n d  g e n e ra t io n "  o f g re a te r  com p lex ity  and m uch m ore difficu lt 
to s o lv e .

H ere  a re  but som e  e x a m p le s  o f  p r o b l e m  a n d  
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  and op tion s  
that sh ou ld  b e  im p osed  on  the p ostu la ted  netw ork  o f e d u ca t io 
nal n o tio n s .

1 )  P h a s e s  ( t y p e s )  o f  u ndu lation s o f s o c ia l -p o lit ic a l  s y 
stem  (o p e t t in g -o u tb u r s t -c lo s u r e -s ta g n a t io n -o p e n in g ) . D ynam ic 
equilibrium  p r in c ip le s  v e r s u s  non -equ ilibriu m  s o c ia l  sy s tem  c o n 
dition with t e n d e n c ie s  to arhythm ic p ertu rb a tion s  and  le a p s  o f 
v a ry in g  fo r c e  an d  d ire c t io n s .

2 )  T y p e s  o f  s o c ia l  o r d e r  u n d e rg o in g  tran sform ation s at 
v a r io u s  p h a s e s  o f the s y s t e m 's  c h a n g e . A  m ethod o f e s ta b li
sh in g  and  e m e r g e n c e  o f d ev e lop m en ta l v is io n s  and  p u r p o s e s  
(p o s it iv e -n e g a t iv e , authoritative -  rank and f i le )  P r e s e n c e  of 
m ediating m ech a n ism s .

3 ) T y p e  and  ra n g e  o f en v iron m en ta l in flu en ce  (p e r s o n a l, 
lo c a l , n e ig h b o rh o o d , m e z z o s tru ctu re , m a cro s tru ctu re , m eg a stru ct - 
tu r e ) .  L e v e l o f  institu tions and type  o f o rg a n iza tion  p r o c e s s e s :  
o rg a n ic  -  reg u la tiv e  -  g o v e rn in g  -  p o lit ica l -  s tra te g ic . Innova
tion s , re form s an d  national p lan  in a su b sy s te m  v e r s u s  ch a n 
g e s  within the sy s tem .

4 )  V ariability o f the s o c ia l  system  v e r s u s  tem pora l dim en
s io n  o f the in d iv id u a l 's  life  (life  c y c le s ;  orien tation  to the futu
re , the p re se n t , the p a s t ) .  A utonom y v e r s u s  individual s e n s e  of 
p e r s p e c t iv e .

5 )  L og ic  an d  le v e ls  o f  s o c ia l  and  p e r s o n a l d eve lop m en t. 
In terrela tion s, isom p orph ism  o f d ev e lop m en ts .

6 )  T y p e s  o f c o m p e te n ce  (c o g n it iv e , com m u n ica tive , em an
c ip a t iv e ) .  T y p e s  o f in flu en ce  (d ir e c t - in d ir e c t ) .  B e h a v io ra l pat
te rn s  (a d a p ta tiv e  -  in n o v a tiv e ) , cu ltural pattern s.

7 )  Attitude to c h a n g e  and  its im plem entation (c o n s e r v a t is m
-  m oderation  -  libera lism  -  r a d ica lism ).
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8 ) M on ism  -  m e th o d o lo g ica l p luralism . A bility  to a p p ly  v a 
r io u s  m e th o d o lo g ica l a p p r o a c h e s  ( e .g .  n e o p o s it iv ism , n eora tion a 
lism , m e th o d o lo g ica l a n a rch ism , in teraction ism , M a rx ism ).

9 )  T h e  p r in c ip le  o f s o c ia l  o rg a n iza tio n  (eq u a lity  o r  fr e e 
d o m ). T h e s e  a re  on ly  in ord inate po in ts  o f v ie w  from w h ich  ed u 
ca tion a l p rob lem s m ay b e  c o n s id e r e d . T h e y  ca ll  fo r  com p reh en 
s iv e , h o lis tic  c a te g o r ie s  that w ou ld  m ake it p o s s ib le  to d e s c r ib e  
th e s e  p ro b le m s  and to s o lv e  them . S p e c im e n s  o f s u c h  c a te g o 
r ie s  a lre a d y  fu n ction  in s o c ia l  s c i e n c e s ,  e .g .  "quality  o f life " , 
"s tra te g y  o f life ", "life  g o a ls " ,  "o r ien ta tion ", " lo g ic  o f d e v e lo p 
m ent", "identity", " s o c ia l  p e rso n a lity " , "c e n tr a l nation a l c a te g o r y "  
(in  a g iv e n  prob lem  a r e a ) .  W e ca n  a ls o  lis t s e v e r a l  s tu d ie s  
and b o o k s  w h ere  th ey  a re  a p p lied  o r  p r o p o s e d  fo r  c o n s id e r a 
tion, u n dertak in g  and  reso lu tion  o f  p rob lem s  in e d u ca tio n , s o c ia 
liza tion  and  d eve lop m en t.

It is  p e rh a p s  w orth  n oting that th o s e  e ffo r ts  a re  a c c o m p a 

n ied  by
l )  s e a r c h  fo r  a lternative  w a y s  o f a s k in g  e d u ca tio n a l q u e s 

t ion s  and co n s tru ctin g  a n s w e r s .
2 ) g o in g  b e y o n d  co n c e p tu a l limits within the e x is t in g  pa 

radigm  and
3 )  e m e rg e n ce  o f a n ew  in te llectu a l form ation .
In the latter is s u e  the "n e w  form ation " -  it is  w orth  n otin gs  

fo llow in g  1/. W itkow sk i’s  d istin ction  in c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  n ew  s o 
c ia l -e c o n o m ic  form ation  (in  the s e n s e  u s e d  b y  M arx ist c l a s s i c s ) ,  
is  a form ation  a s  a com m unity o f g e n e ra tio n a l fa te s  re la ted  to 
so m e  im portant p o lit ica l e v e n ts  and a s  a com m unity sh a r in g  s o 
me w ay  o f com p re h e n d in g  rea lity , m arked with " r a d ic a l e p is t e -  
m o lo g ica l cu t" a c r o s s  u n iv ers ity  d is c ip lin e s .

In o u r  realm , the th ree  w a y s  to p e r c e iv e  th is "n e w  fo r 
m ation" a re  dram atica lly  en ta n g led  and  s e e m  to b e  the G ord ia n  
knot o f e d u ca t io n a l p rob lem s .

O v e r la y in g  o f the n e tw o rk  o f e d u ca t io n a l n o tion s  and a s 
p e c t s  o f  th ou ghts a b ou t s o c ia l  and  p s y c h ic  rea lity  with a cer>- 
tain e p is te m o lo g ic a l attitude c r e a te s  p ro b le m s  -  a s  h a s  b e e n  
p r o v e d  a lre a d y  -  r e s o lv a b le  th rou gh  a p p lica tion  o f a c r it ica l 
th e o ry .
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It a ls o  fa c ilita tes  form ulation  o f h y p o th e s e s  fo r  u s e  in 
d ia g n o s e s  o f a n e a r  p e r s p e c t iv e  in o u r  rea lity : the p e r io d  o f 
te n s io n s  and  c o n flic ts  b e tw e e n  p r o c e s s e s  sh a p in g  hum an p e r 
son a lity .


